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Therefore, as we have a great high priest who has
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God,

let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.
Hebrews 4:14 (NRSVA)



FELLOWSHIP FOREWORD
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I think like most people I am
joyed by the presence of
Spring and the start of warmer
weather. Brighter mornings
and later days seem to lift the
spirits after a dull Winter,
especially with the world as it
currently is. Our mood can be

affected in many ways and with many going through difficult times on
several levels it is important to try and take comfort in the small things.
Sometimes we must take a moment to rest, breath, be calm and
thankful for all that we have.
Like many I am sure, I am certainly suffering with pandemic fatigue
where the fallout of something we have never experienced has taken
its toll in so many ways on how we live and even how we plan to move
forwards. Travel which seems a distant memory for some is now
something many are turning towards to gain rest, a break from norm
and revisitation that I think we have missed in the last 2 years or so.
I have been lucky to travel all over the world with my work over the
years and after a short break and hiatus for health reasons and the
pandemic, I am looking forward to travelling to Thailand at the start of
May. As a Physiotherapist
this trip is to support
Badminton England in a
competition as they
prepare for the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games
this Summer. I am looking
on this break, along with the work, which will allow me to reset, refresh
and recharge away from the norm of life in the UK present.
I feel blessed that I can enjoy the luxury of travel as part of my work
and hope that some of you will look forward to traveling this Summer
in the UK and beyond. Sometimes it can be daunting to think of a
holiday in a time where we perhaps haven’t travelled in a while and
have anxiety about the virus, but I encourage everyone to look
forward to plans they may have. Times can be challenging, but
remember to enjoy time with loved ones, focus on the simple things
and give yourself space to breath, rest and reflect.

Love to All
J. O.



FAMILY AND FRIENDS
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Rev’d M.W. led a lovely service of
thanksgiving for F B’s life on Friday 1st
April and afterwards family and friends
shared memories at Penwortham Golf club.

A very special ‘thank you’ to Beverley for
leading us in our ‘Coming Together Service’ on Sunday
24th April, it was a thought provoking and emotional
service where we took time to reflect and remember
those members and friends that sadly died in the last
couple of years.
It was lovely to see so many family members there too.

Some of our member’s and friends have spent some time
in hospital during the last month, Hugh is now back at
home after a short stay in Chorley hospital but
unfortunately caught covid whilst he was in there but is
now well and looking forward to being back at church very
soon.
Colin W had a fall on Good Friday and remains in hospital.
We wish everyone a speedy recovery.

Our best wishes go to anyone who will be
celebrating a Birthday/Anniversary in May.

With blessings

Jenny. O.

PURC WOMEN’S GROUP BIRTHDAYS

The Women’s Group send their best wishes to
Hylda Hurst, Pat Poulton and Anne Lemon

who all celebrate a birthday in May.
Many Happy Returns

Jean F



PURC SERVICES - MAY & JUNE 2022
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1 May Sacrament of Holy Communion

- 10.30am

8 May Family Worship - 10.30am

15 May Family Worship - 10.30am

22 May Family Worship - 10.30am

29 May Family Worship - 10.30am l

———————————
4 June Jubilee Service & Picnic - 12:00 -1400 (See Page 7)
5 June No service

12 June Penwortham Gala - Churches Together Service to be held in
Hurst Grange Park at 11am.
(PURC will host this service if the weather is inclement)

19 June Family Worship - 10:30am

26 June Junior Church Anniversary - 10:30am - Junior Church
Brenda K

PURC FLOWER ROTA - MAY & JUNE 2022
1st May. A&B S.
8th May. M & K M.
15th May. D & P P.
22nd May. Vacant
29th May. M & A E.
5th June. A & G T.
12th June. Penwortham Gala
19th June. J F
26th June. Vl T.

Over the year there are 10 vacancies in our Flower Rota.
If anybody would like to contribute to the Flower Rota

please have a word with Jenny O



PURC EVENTS AND INFORMATION
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2022 AND ASSOCIATED EVENTS
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Christian Aid Social Event Saturday 14 May
at 11am in the church hall (See Page 5 )
If you can assist with donations of cake and/or
help with refreshments please contact

Barbara E. Or Cath A.

Christian Aid Week 15th May - 21st May 2022
As you read this appeal for help,

Christian Aid Week is nearly with us.
The focus this year is on climate justice.

Help with the distribution of envelopes
would be appreciated. As was the case last year these will not be
collected. Drop-off points for envelopes to enable householders to
donate will be available locally. Please check at Penwortham post
office, Spar, Tesco and Booths. These are the points we aim to cover,
along with other Penwortham churches, as we did last year.
Online donation is also available at: Christian Aid

As well as help to distribute envelopes Barbara and I ask that anyone
who would consider joining the C.Aid team would let us know. Due to
family commitments it is no longer possible for Barbara & Cath to
support this charity as much as we have in the past.

Barbara E & Cath A.
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN LANCASHIRE EVENT

WITH FAITH IN MIND
Partners working for better mental health

Whalley Abbey, The Sands, Whalley, Clitheroe BB7 9TN
Thursday 26th May 2022 10am to 4pm (Ascension Day)

A free one day workshop including tea, coffee and a picnic lunch for
churches in Lancashire interested in the importance of improving
mental health and wellbeing in the community and the opportunities
for local churches and faith groups to work with partners in health and
voluntary sectors.

Places are free but numbers are limited
Booking in advance is required by email to ctlsj22@gmail.com

More information contact Mike Hart or Peter Lumsden, Churches Together in
Lancashire: Working for Social Justice ctlsj22@gmail.com

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
mailto:ctlsj22@gmail.com


PURC CELEBRATION OF HM THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
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On 6th February this year Her Majesty The Queen became
the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee,
marking 70 years of service to the people of the United

Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth.

To celebrate this unprecedented anniversary, events and
initiatives will take place throughout the year, culminating in a
four day UK bank holiday weekend from Thursday 2nd to

Sunday 5th June.

To celebrate we are holding :

A Picnic for the Queen’s Jubilee

Saturday 4th June

12.00 -14.00

Hopefully in the grounds of our church but if not in the hall.
There will be a short service followed by fun, laughter and

friends.
Please try and come.

There will be NO Church Service on the Sunday
(Approved photo: Jacob King/PA Wire/PA Images)

(Emblem designed by 19 year old graphic design student Edward Roberts)



PURC ECO-CHURCH NOTICE
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GARDEN BENCH NEEDED
Junior Church are ready to create a quiet area in the Church grounds.
A garden bench will be surrounded with flowers and can be used
anytime.
We would be very grateful if
someone could donate a suitable
garden bench they no longer
require. Alternatively, if you know
anyone who is selling
a garden bench, please let us know.
Thank you very much.

Gill A/Junior Church

A REFLECTION
TRY TO SLOW DOWN

You will not leave in a hurry, running for your lives. For the Lordwill go
ahead of you...[and] protect you from behind.’ Isaiah 52:12 NLT
Have you heard of ‘hurry sickness’? Those who have it zoom in and
out of lanes in congested traffic; try to be the first off the plane, even
though they must wait forever at baggage claim; honk at you if you
don’t take off like a racehorse when the traffic light turns green; tap
their fingers against anything they can find when they have to wait;
punch the lift button repeatedly to attempt to move it faster. They
remind us of hummingbirds. These tiny birds can fly forward, then
hover in mid-air going nowhere. Their tiny wings can move up to
seventy-five times each second! The trouble is, their average life span
is only three years compared to an eagle that lives thirty years. What's
the difference? The eagle has learned to conserve its energy by riding
the God-given wind currents. The message here is simple: when you
draw on the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, you last longer and go
higher than you ever dreamed. One pastor said he was a ‘stress-
distributing machine’ when he was younger, and everybody around
him felt it. One day one of his kids said to him, ‘Daddy, I’ll try to hurry
up and tell you this.’ He replied, ‘It’s okay, honey, you can speak
slowly.’ After a long pause, he had an ‘aha’ moment when his child
said, ‘Then - listen - slowly!' Deciding to move at a slower pace will
definitely improve the quality of your life and your relationships.

above with permission United Christian Broadcasters, Westport Road,
Stoke-on-Trent ST64JF and taken from UCB ’ Word for Today’ -free
copies are available
for the UK at this address or online at www.ucb.co.uk/read (Margaret E)



SOME COUNTRYSIDE CHURCHES
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WORLD PRAYER NEWS
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Bosnia and Herzegovina - stability and for Christian witness
After the Bosnian war of the 1990s and the US-brokered Dayton
accords, it was divided into two semi-autonomous regions,
Republika Srpska (RS) and the Bosniak-Croat Federation. Bosnia-
Herzegovina's senior, ethnic Serb politician, Milorad Dodik, has
been threatening to withdraw the Serb territory from national
institutions such as the tax authority, medicines agency and -
crucially - the armed forces. The potential revival of an ethnic Serb
army is a frightening prospect to many people in Bosnia. Please
pray for stability and for Christian witness to the peace that Christ
brings (Transform Europe Network)

Zambia - children at risk
In spite of restrictions brought on by the pandemic, Samalani
Children at Risk (SCAR), Viva’s partner network of 75 churches in
Zambia, has increased its activities and outreach in Lusaka. SCAR
ran the Good Treatment Campaign towards the end of 2021,
reaching more than 1,000 children and over 2,000 adults. The
Campaign focuses on ensuring that adults in the communities
know how to treat children better and that children understand how
they should be treated. Additionally, through Viva’s phone
mentoring programme, 10 mentors are supporting 74 families
(including almost 300 children). Pray for SCAR to continue to be
able to reach the most vulnerable children and those hit hardest by
the pandemic, especially the network members who have lost
livelihoods. (VIVA)

Malawi - rebuilding communities
Tropical Storm Ana brought over 300mm of rain in a day to the
Lower Shire region of Malawi in January. Over 30 people were
killed as devastating floods swept away peoples’ homes,
belongings, crops and livestock. Over 110,000 people have been
displaced. Please pray for organisations who are working with
local churches to provide short-term relief in the form of clean
water, food, sanitation and shelter. Please also pray for the longer
term rebuilding programme and for churches to be able to help
communities to become more resilient to these increasingly
frequent destructive weather incidents. (Zambesi Mission)

with permission of www.globalconnections.org.uk

https://www.globalconnections.org.uk
https://www.globalconnections.org.uk


URC COMMITMENT FOR LIFE EXTRACTS
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ZIMBABWE
The Revd Wilbert Sayimani is a URC minister in Bournemouth, with
extensive links to the Commitment for Life partner country,
Zimbabwe. Recently, Wilbert submitted a grant application for the
installation of a solar geyser for the school, which was, I’m pleased to
report, successful. Wilbert wasted no time in purchasing the geyser and
having it and installed.

He writes:
I would like to thank Commitment for Life so
much for the grant you gave to Falcon School in
Zimbabwe for the provision of Green Energy. I
forwarded the money to the school the moment
it got to me, and they did not waste time. The
very next day they had a Solar Geyser installed
for the school. They now have hot water.

He goes on:
Of priority on my list is the installation of solar energy so they can bring
computer lessons and power to the school. Computer Lessons are now
part of the school and government curriculum and yet this school is still
far from achieving this all because of lack of electricity.
Your support for Commitment for life makes a big difference!

BANGLADESH
One of the partners we support in Bangladesh is ActionAid. They do
outstanding work, like helping 10-year-old Jesmin who lived on the
streets of Dhaka. Jesmin’s family was so poor they barely had anything
to eat. Now Jesmin lives in an ActionAid funded 'Happy Home' -
where she can enjoy a proper meal, learn, and play with other girls, and
gain skills for the future, safe from harm.
“When I used to live on the street, boys used bad words against me
and they were beating me,” Jesmin said. "So, my understanding is
girls are not safe on the streets."

"Now I love living in Happy Homes. I can eat healthy food regularly.
I’ve learned to make necklaces, bracelets, anklets, and I can do
embroidery. And I can study. I am in class 5. My favourite subject

is Social Science and English.

"Thank you for your
prayers, advocacy, and
generosity in support of
remarkable young people
like Jesmin, who thrive if
only given a chance



CARTOON
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My Mother often used quotations,
Forever coming up with a quip.
One taught me to think carefully,

“There’s many a slip twixt cup an lip”.
If surprised she would say,
“Well I’ll eat my hat”,

If feeling sad,
“I’ve not a smile for the cat”.

To keep up with running repairs,
The advice”A stitch in time save nine”.

A reminder not to dawdle is,
“Procrastination is the thief of time”.
Another quote, but not my mother’s,
“A rolling stone gathers no moss”,
Is that important, does it matter?
With this I’m quite at a loss.

“You can’t have your cake and eat it”,
There are times when I think you can.
“A friend in need is a friend indeed”,
The answer to everyone’s plan.

Encouragement to get on with the job,
“Strike while the iron is hot”.

Advisory “Many hands make light work”,
Is something I never forgot.

Yet too many cooks spoil the broth,
Must mean get out of my way.
If following all of these sayings,
You can’t get it right every day.

Hylda H

POETRY PIECE - “ON QUOTATIONS”

with permission Tim Walburg



WORDSEARCH - SOME COUNTRIES WHERE “PEACE” IS NEEDED
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Dear Reader
The next ‘Contact’ will be the June 22 issue

‘Contact’ is also published on our Website (minus any personal
or pastoral information not for general publication).

See www.penworthamurc.org.uk
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “Contact” it will
be most welcome Send by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net or
a text to 07538976140 or call Alan Edward on 01772740129 or
deliver to 27 Hazel Close. Many thanks to those contributing.

Next submission date will be 22 May
Next issue date will be 29 May Ed.

Cameroon Libya Russia
Chad Mali Syria

DRCongo Mozambique Tanzania
Ethiopia Myanmar Ukraine
Iraq Niger Yemen

Words may be Horizontal, Diagonal, Vertical or Back to Front
For solution contact Ed.

“CONTACT” MAGAZINE INFORMATION

https://www.penworthamurc.org.uk
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