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Spring is with us again, and as things start to
open up after Covid restrictions I hope I can do
what I love - walking in the countryside –
particularly in the Lake District. It gives me time
to think and contemplate the world around me.
I never cease to be amazed by the wonders of
God’s world, with the changing of the seasons
and light. Some walks I do many times in all
seasons but the views are always different.
Often if I set off early I see only the occasional
dog walker to pass the time of day with.
This started me thinking about other walks that have changed lives. In
1800 a young 15 year old, Mary Jones, walked 25 miles to Bala to buy
a bible in Welsh. She had saved for 6 years to afford the bible. She
walked over the Welsh mountains and it would have taken her about 3
days to walk over this rugged terrain. Her determination so impressed
Reverend Thomas Charles, who she bought the bible from, that 4
years later he helped establish the Bible Society which works in over
200 countries to make the bible available to all in a form that they can
read and understand.
The second person I want to talk about is Gladys Aylward. Gladys
always felt she was called to serve as a missionary in China, but was
not accepted by any Missionary Societies, so in 1932 she travelled at
her own cost by the Trans-Siberian Railway and Japan to China where
she started to work with an established missionary. They ran an Inn
and told bible stories to travellers. She became the foot inspector for
the area. At that time it was still traditional to tightly wrap girls’ feet to
stop them growing, (it was thought that small feet were beautiful) which
you can imagine caused a lot of problems to young women. The locals
were very much against her as she started her work, but she gained
their respect over the years. Then in 1936 when the Japanese invaded
her area of China she walked with 100 orphans over the mountains to
safety. The Communist government would not allow her to settle in
China after the Second World War, but she finally settled in Taipei and
died there in 1967. Her life was told in the film “The Inn of the Sixth
Happiness”.
I find both these women inspiring, being determined to make a
difference in a small way which then altered the lives of many.

Gill Turner



FAMILY AND FRIENDS
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We will be saying goodbye to another dear
friend this week. Fran B sadly passed away on
Tuesday 15th March, she had spent the last few
months in a rest home in Walmer Bridge.
Please keep John and Lesley in your thoughts
and prayers.
Some of our members and friends have spent

some time in hospital during the last month, we wish them well as they
continue their recovery.
On Sunday 20th March we welcomed Alice Elizabeth McN into our
church family, Rev’d Nigel Lemon did a lovely service.
Alice is the daughter of Hannah and David, and the granddaughter of
Paul and Adelle B, and niece to Uncle Jack.
It was lovely to see the children back in church, a sign of ‘getting back
to normal’ at last.
Our best wishes go to anyone who will be celebrating a Birthday/
Anniversary in April. Congratulations go to Hugh D who celebrated his
95th birthday on the 20th March.
And finally………
As Spring arrives let’s look forward with positivity and pray that our
church family can come together and move forward on our journey of
life. Jenny.

THANK YOU
Following the death of the Reverend Paul P, a card (which is on the
notice board in the foyer) has been received from his wife which reads
as follows:
“Thank you all for the lovely floral arrangement which arrived on
Tuesday and was very much appreciated.
Also may I thank you all for the cards, phone calls and prayers which
have been a great comfort to me at such a difficult time.
Again my sincere thanks to you all for your kindness.
With all good wishes. Ailsa P”

RETIREMENT
The 1st April 2022 sees the formal retirement of Mike S from the role of
Group Scout Leader of the 5th Penwortham Scout Group based at our
church. 5th Pen. is the largest English Group, which says much about
Mike’s endeavours and contribution to scouting over many years.

We wish Mike all the very best in his retirement ventures! (Ed.)



PURC SERVICES - APRIL & MAY 2022
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3 April Sacrament of Holy Communion - 10.30am - Robert Bulloch
followed by PURC AGM - All Welcome - (See Page 5)

10 April Family Worship - 10.30am Val Atkinson (provisional)
14 April Maundy Thursday - Sacrament of Holy Communion

- 7.30pm The Elders
17 April Easter Sunday - Sacrament of Holy Communion

- 10.30am The Elders
24 April Coming Together Service - 10.30am - (See Page 5)

————————————–

1 May Sacrament of Holy Communion
- 10.30am Robert Bulloch

8 May Family Worship - 10.30am Rev’d Rob Hoch

15 May Family Worship - 10.30am Gillian Price

22 May Family Worship - 10.30am Alan Edward

29 May Family Worship - 10.30am Rev’d Frank Kendall
GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS

Please come along to the
Churches Together in Penwortham

Good Friday Walk of Witness and Service
at St Leonard’s Church,
10.00am, Friday 15th April

returning for worship at 11.00am
The walk will begin and end at St Leonard’s Parish Church,

Marshall’s Brow, PR1 9JA
10.00 - Meet at St Leonard’s; 10.15 – Depart on Walk

10 45 – [approx.] Return 11.00 – Worship service at St Leonard’s
The route will be: St Leonard’s, New Lane, Studholme Crescent,
Kingsfold Drive, Hawksbury Drive, Padway, Highfield Drive, Pope Lane,
St Leonard’s. Approximately 1.2 miles; 35 – 40 mins

(Anne H)
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PURC WOMEN’S GROUP
The Women’s Group send their best wishes to:

Barbara D and Mavis W
who have their birthdays in April

Many Happy Returns
Jean F

Sunday April 3rd - Church AGM.
This will be our first AGM since 2019. Normality is slowly

returning!
Everybody is welcome to attend although

only members are allowed to vote.
 Are you thinking of becoming an Elder? Do you want to

know more about Eldership? Is there somebody you
would like to see become an Elder? If you answer “yes”
to any of the above please speak to Jenny or Beverley.

 The list of Church Officers will be reviewed at the
meeting. Please think seriously about playing an active
part in the life of our church.

 Reports from organisations will be sent via email,
there will be a few copies on the day for those without
the technology.

This is your Church, a time for you to have your “say”.

Sunday April 24th - 10.30am – Coming Together Service
Led by the Elders

The service will be a time to reflect on the past couple of
years, to remember, to mourn and to give thanks.

We will pray, reflect on words from the bible, sing and light
candles to remember our loved ones and to remember the

people who helped us get through this time.

This is an important time to welcome back friends, to talk, to
reminisce, to experience being a church family again



PURC SPONSORED - COMMUNITY SOCIAL EVENTS
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A REFLECTION
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TAKE TIME TO REST AND SHARPEN
Come with me...to a quiet place and get some rest.’

Mark 6:31 NIV
A competition was held between two men to see who could chop down
the most trees in a single day. One man was older and more
experienced, while the other was younger and less experienced. And
that’s where the difference showed up. The younger man spent eight
hours chopping down trees, and at the end of the day he had a total of
twenty-five. Believing the older man lacked stamina and youth, he sat
down, fully confident he would win. Meanwhile the older man, who had
taken a ten-minute break each hour, ended his day by chopping down
forty trees. In shock the younger man asked, ‘How is this possible, old
man? I didn’t stop. You stopped every hour for ten minutes and yet you
chopped down almost twice as many trees as I did.’ The older man
replied, ‘Every hour I sat down for ten minutes and did two things. First,
I took time to rest and recharge my batteries. Second, I took time to
sharpen my axe. Yes, you were working hard but you were working
with a dull axe.’ There’s an important lesson here for you. In order to
succeed at what God has called you to do in life, you must always do
these two things: 1) Make time for rest and renewal. You cannot always
be giving out; you must also stop and take in. That’s where prayer and
Bible reading come in: they restore what life depletes. 2) Stay sharp.
When your axe is dull it requires more energy and produces fewer
results. So, take time to rest and sharpen.

above with permission United Chrisan Broadcasters, Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent
ST64JF and taken from UCB ’ Word for Today’ -free copies are available

for the UK at this address or online at www.ucb.co.uk/read (Margaret E)

PURC ECO-CHURCH NEWS
Go Green on a household product:

(A recommendation from A ROCHA UK):
A greener and cheaper alternative to many
cleaning products is to clean your surfaces

(not granite or stone)
with a mixture of vinegar and water.

Make up a spray bottle of half white vinegar and half water,
and use it as regularly as you would a general cleaning
spray on tiles (not stone tiles),basins, baths, showers

and taps to keep limescale at bay.
(Remember never use vinegar on gold-plated taps,
and always rinse thoroughly with water afterwards!).

Eco-team

https://www.ucb.co.uk/read


WORLD PRAYER NEWS
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The following is an extract from the Tearfund article

HOW TO PRAY FOR UKRAINE

When faced with a crisis like the conflict in Ukraine, it can be hard to
know how to pray. But the desire to pray itself is a great place to start.
There are five areas we can focus our prayers on: for people affected
by the violence; for those in leadership positions; for God’s power
and love to be revealed through the church; for the wider global

impact; and for peace.

WAYS TO PRAY (individually or in a group)

Pray by Fasting :choose what to fast from; decide how long,challenge
yourself but don’t be unrealistic

Pray using scripture : choose one of the following passages of
scripture to read through, or pick your own: Matthew 6:6-13; Isaiah
61:1-4; or Luke 6:20-26. Read the passage twice and ask the Holy
Spirit to highlight a word or line to you and pray about it. Read the
passage again and end by thanking God for working through you.

Pray with a map : find a map of Ukraine and invite the Holy Spirit to
reveal a particular location to you. Then pray for that location and ask
God to reveal specific things you can pray for.

Pray by baking bread : Bread is often regarded as sacred in Ukrainian
culture; they produce nearly 10% of the world’s wheat. See if you can
find a traditional Ukrainian bread recipe. Once baked, lay your hands
over it and pray for Ukrainian families, then break the bread and pray
for peace in the region.

Pray by lighting a candle : Jesus is the light of the world - light the
candle, welcome God’s presence , spend time in thanksgiving, ask
God to reveal how He is working in Ukraine and be open to hear God
through pictures, scripture or words.

Taken from the Tearfund website at:
https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2022/03/how-to-pray-for-ukraine

with encouragement to share this resource
( can be applied to any area of conflict ) (Ed.)

https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2022/03/how-to-pray-for-ukraine
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WOMEN SWEET CHILLI PRODUCERS IN EL SALVADOR
“Summers are very dry here. We planted vegetables in January and
February; the weather was very hot, and it didn’t work. Now we have
changed the sowing dates, and production has improved” says Milagro
del Carmen Moreira, a sweet chilli farmer in the El Brazo Canton.
This pilot project supported by Christian Aid with financial help from
Commitment for Life helped mainly women to produce sweet chillies in
a mesh house (similar to a greenhouse).
One of the major challenges is to enable women to make it possible for
other women to become involved in the project, so that they too can
share their knowledge in order to form networks. This builds in the
capacity for resilience towards climate and economic shocks.
Economic resilience is also a bulwark against migration, which is so
very disruptive for communities, with often the most skilled people
leaving the area and so entrenching poverty even further. Thanks to
your support, these projects are made possible. We have made a
difference in the lives of some of the poorest people in Central America

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND?
In 2021 The United Reformed Church General Assembly agreed to ten
resolutions on Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory (IOPT). One
of those resolutions deals with how we organise our pilgrimages, and
why our choice of tour operator is critical.
Local estimates suggest that less than 5% of tours to the Holy Land
consciously and actively engage with the concerns of Palestinian
Christians, or what Amnesty International now calls Israeli ‘apartheid.’
Most tours are organised the lines of what some suggest is a glorified
Holy Land Disney experience. Pilgrims get to walk in Jesus’ steps, but
seldom engage with the political, economic, and religious issues that
Jesus faced. There are parallels in the things poor people faced in
Jesus’ times and today. These include things like occupation,
exploitation, hunger, the loss of income, and the expropriation of land.
An authentic pilgrimage would not shy away from these issues. There
are tour companies that actively seek to engage with these issues. We
at Commitment for Life think that choosing a Palestinian tour company
and booking Palestinian hotels (for some for the time at least) would be
both kind and helpful, benefitting both pilgrims and struggling
Palestinian businesses.



“CONTACT” INFORMATION

10

A POEM - FROM LENT TO EASTER
The year has rolled round to another Lent,

A time of forsaking greed,
Of denying luxurious dining,

And having just what you need.
Of remembering also the forty days

That Jesus endured alone and in prayer.
Resisting all that the devil would offer,

His ministry and life to prepare.
Lent and Passion have their customs,

The Tuesday when people were shriven,
Used up rich foods, eggs and butter,
And sins confessed were forgiven.

Ash Wednesday the start of six weeks
of abstinence and self giving.

Ending with Passiontide and Palm Sunday,
Striving for a new way of living.

On Maundy Thursday the Queen gives maunds,
Following a tradition of washing feet,

Thus the rich and famous should be humble,
Prepared to serve all those they meet.

Good Friday was once called God’s Friday,
A solemn day throughout the ages,

When Jesus paid the price,
So we could re-write sins pages.

These weeks building up to Easter,
With customs and Good Friday sadness
Bring rejoicing at Sunday’s miracle,
The Christian Day of great gladness.

Hylda Hurst

Dear Reader
The next ‘Contact’ will be the May issue

‘Contact’ is also published on our Website (minus any personal
or pastoral information not for general publication).

See www.penworthamurc.org.uk
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “Contact” it will
be most welcome Send by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net or
a text to 07538976140 or call Alan Edward on 01772740129 or
deliver to 27 Hazel Close. Many thanks to those contributing.

Next submission date will be 24th April (Ed)

https://www.penworthamurc.org.uk


WORDSEARCH - PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH EASTER
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Angel Disciples Mary
Barabbas Guards People
Caiaphas Herod Pilate
Centurion Jesus Simon
Criminals Joseph Soldiers

Words may be Horizontal, Diagonal, Vertical or Back to Front
For solution contact Ed.

CARTOON



EASTER COLOURING PAGE
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LOVE IS NOT

A FEELING

IT IS AN ACT

OF WILL

Jesus
Is
risen


