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Show me your ways, Lord, teach me
your paths. Guide me in your truth and
teach me, for you are God my Saviour,
and my hope is in you all day long.

Psalm 25 v 4-5
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During Lent, the Lord is calling us together to examine our lives before
Him, to receive his forgiveness and grace and to go on our way
renewed and hopefully not repeating any wrongdoing. Lent is often
observed as a period of quiet reflection.

Read John 8: 1-11 “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the
first to throw a stone at her.” (John 8:7)

A certain churchwarden, who was not enamoured of the vicar, was
shocked to find that he was planning a wedding during Lent. And, like
chilli peppers on a wound, flowers were to be allowed in church at the
event. Not waiting to discover the poignant circumstances that made
the wedding desirable at that particular time, the next Sunday the
warden created a huge scene. Embarrassment and anger followed,
which took many weeks to calm down. Surely our Lenten
observances, precious as they may be, are not reasons for a bust-up?

Jesus is teaching in the Temple, surrounded by the crowds who
followed him everywhere. Is his popularity part of the cause of what
happens next? His opponents would have said that they were
defending the faith, but how truthful were they in that?

Some scribes and Pharisees appear with a woman who was caught in
the act of committing adultery. There is no doubt that she broke the
law; the question is what to do about it. But the aim of these men is
not to consult Jesus; they are testing him, “so that they might have
some charge to bring against him”.

What, then, is the test? According to Leviticus (20:10) and
Deuteronomy (22:21-24) adulterers should be stoned to death. But the
religious leaders knew well Jesus’ emphasis on compassion to sinners
and outcasts. So here is the trap. If Jesus upholds the Law of Moses
he will contradict his own teaching and lifestyle and be seen as a
fraud. If he contradicts the Law he will be guilty of leading people
away from divine religion, and should himself be disciplined.

Jesus doodles silently in the sand. Perhaps, as he doodles, he is
meditating on the meaning and purpose of the Law and religious
rules. The churchwarden wanted to uphold the then rules and thought
a major showdown was the way to achieve it.
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Support for Missional Partnerships
in Lancashire

If you would like to join us and you haven’t signed up for the
Coffee mornings/Communion before, please drop me an e-mail, in

order for me to send you an invite. Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk

You are invited to the Partnership Online
Zoom Coffee Morning in March 2021
Please join us for this event on the

19th March @ 10.00am
Lancashire South Missional Partnership

WOMEN’S GROUP BIRTHDAYS
The Women’s Group send their best wishes to:

Margaret Taylor
who has a birthday later in March

Many Happy Returns
Jean Frew

URC COMMITMENT FOR LIFE - EASTER FESTIVAL

3 sessions: Sun 21st Mar & Mon 22nd Mar
https://zoom.us/j/95283244787?pwd=SFBjT2VmcVdMQWljRE82amQrU1Y2dz09

Meeting ID: 952 8324 4787: Passcode: 784428 See URC Website

https://urc.org.uk/our-work/commitment-for-life.html
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Zimbabwe kicked off its first phase of its COVID-19 inoculation program
on Thursday 18th Feb. The Sinopharm vaccines were donated by the
Chinese government. The UK had inoculated well over 16 million by
that date, highlighting the gaping disparity between the two countries.

The Zimbabwe vaccinations will be offered in three phases, starting
with frontline workers at high risk. Violet Badze did not hesitate to take
her first shot of the Sinopharm COVID vaccine

Badze is the acting matron at Beatrice Infectious Hospital in Harare.
“As a frontline worker I interact with patients, so I am very happy that I
am protected, although I will continue observing required preventative
measures,” she said.

Apart from the 200,000 vaccines
donated by China, Zimbabwe is
expecting delivery of an additional
600,000 Sinopharm vaccines it
purchased from China. In addition to
the Sinopharm vaccine, Zimbabwe
hopes to acquire the Sputnik V
vaccines from Russia, along with a
donation of 75,000 COVID-19
vaccine doses from India. More
vaccines are also being sourced
from the World Health Organisation-
backed COVAX scheme.

In partnership with Christian Aid, the United Reformed Church has
launched a ‘Gratitude Giving Page.” We are grateful for our own
vaccines, and in our gratitude want to help those around the world who
are left out and facing poverty and climate breakdown.

Support our Vaccination Gratitude Giving Page
https://events.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/united-reformed-church-

supporting-a-just-vaccine-rollout

https://events.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/united-reformed-church-supporting-a-just-vaccine-rollout
https://events.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/united-reformed-church-supporting-a-just-vaccine-rollout
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Dhaka, Bangladesh – Many Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh have
condemned the military coup in Myanmar. However, others say they do
not “feel sorry” that Aung San Suu Kyi has been removed from power.

Speaking to Al Jazeera at the Kutupalong refugee camp in Bangladesh’s
Cox’s Bazar district, Rohingya community leader Mohammad Yunus
Arman said the Myanmar military had killed their families in Rakhine
state while Aung San Suu Kyi was in power.

“She remained silent about it. She didn’t even utter the word
‘Rohingya’. Once we used to pray for her success and used to treat her
like our queen. But after 2017, we realised her real character,” he said.

International relations experts say the coup in Myanmar has removed
the “facade of democracy” in the country, and that the probability of
repatriating the Rohingya has further diminished. “You can’t have a real
democracy when 25 percent seats are automatically allocated to the
military, which also controls four of the major ministries. So despite
elections, the military never really
gave up power,” Azeem Ibrahim,
author of the book, The
Rohingyas: Inside Myanmar’s
Hidden Genocide, has said.

Christian Aid provides critical
support for the Rohingya refugees
at Cox’s Bazar, and Commitment
for Life is honoured to be partnering
with Christian Aid in this work.
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Vietnam - South East Asia-Church Growth
Pray for the growth of the Church in Vietnam. Many Vietnamese
became Catholics under French rule. More recently, some have
turned to Protestantism, especially among a few of the mountain
tribes of central and southern Vietnam. Unregistered churches
have multiplied and grown significantly all over the country. Praise
God that a growing, witnessing Church is emerging despite
ongoing persecution in Vietnam (Operation Mobilisation)
Papua New Guinea - Melanesia - Violence
Weeks of inter-tribal violence in Papua New Guinea’s Hela
Province has left at least 19 people dead and around 6,000 people
homeless (Daily Mail). Thousands of displaced people have fled to
forests where the UN is coordinating efforts to feed and house
them in temporary shelter. Pray for success in these disaster
response efforts, and peace for the displaced people. Ask the Lord
for the fighting to cease and His peace to prevail. (MAF UK)
South America- Theological & Scientific Educ. In Universities
Discussions about science and religion are dominated by scholars
working in elite Western universities and seminaries. Their work
has greatly enhanced the quality and richness of these dialogues
but does not benefit from the diverse experiences and
perspectives of scientists in the Majority World. IFES has just
launched the Logos and Cosmos Initiative to equip roughly 80
‘catalysts’ from Latin America and Francophone Africa to plan and
run projects drawing together theological and scientific
perspectives. Pray for the applicants, the team supporting them
and that this programme would have a long-term impact on
individuals, movements, the university, church and society.
(International Fellowship of Evangelical Students)
Tunisia - North Africa - Arabs in Tunisia
There are 11 million Tunisian Arabs, living in 11 countries around
the world. They are unreached by the gospel in all areas. Please
pray for new workers, new opportunities and a spiritual
breakthrough among these people. Pray that the Holy Spirit will
speak to them and reveal Jesus. (WEC International)

above with permission of - www.globalconnections.org.uk

https://www.globalconnections.org.uk
https://www.globalconnections.org.uk
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“Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart
is restless until it finds its rest in thee.”

Augustine of Hippo

“Relying on God has to start all over everyday, as if
nothing has yet been done.”

C.S. Lewis

"We cannot but admit that not even the least thing takes place
unless it is ordered by God. For who have ever been so concerned
and curious as to find out how much hair he has on his head?
There is no one. God, however, knows the number. Indeed,
nothing is too small in us or in any other creature, not to be

ordered by the all-knowing and all-powerful providence of God."
Zwingli

"Sometimes the Lord rides out the storm with us and other times
He calms the restless sea around us. Most of all, He calms the

storm inside us in our deepest inner soul."
Lloyd John Ogilvie

Be thou a bright flame before me,
Be thou a guiding star above me,
Be thou a smooth path below me,

Be thou a kindly shepherd behind me,
Today - tonight - and for ever

Columba
"Every creature is a divine word because it proclaims God"

Bonaventure
"It is no use walking anywhere to preach unless

we preach as we walk"
Francis of Assisi



SOME MORE GEOGRAPHICAL NONSENSE

Are perfect cakes made at BAKEWELL,
And the same to BACUP applies,
Yes it’s BAKE UP, never BACK UP

No matter what anyone says.

Where’s the T.H. In KEIGHLEY
Is it west Yorkshire speak or what,

Where the heck is HECKMONDWYCKE,
Is it a place best forgot?

Why is Scottish HAWICK pronounced HOIK,
Why is LEOMINSTER pronounced LOW,

Why is SHREWSBURY sometimes SHROWSBURY?
Those that live there must know.

Do lorries get weighed at WEYBRIDGE,
Or horses pull carts at CARTMEL.
Did ancient priests draw their water
in old days at Welsh HOLYWELL?

Does GROSMONT mean big mountain?
Well it’s known as GROW MONT locally.

So whatever their written address,
What’s important is how they’re said vocally.

Do they call each other “darling” in DARLINGTON,
Or touch on the elbow for luck?

GLOUCESTER’s way of address is “my lover”,
In NORFOLK they just say “my duck”.

In’t north of England we say “love”,
But it’s best to reserve an endearment,

It can cause offence if used freely,
Even though it’s innocently meant.

Hylda Hurst
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HUMOUR!

With permission Tim Walburg

Henry Marks, a collector of rare books ran into an acquaintance,
Arnold, who told him he had just thrown away an old Bible that
he found in a dusty, old box. He happened to mention that
Guten-somebody-or-other had printed it. 'Not Gutenberg?'
gasped Henry. 'Yes, that was it,' remembered Arnold. 'You idiot'
Henry exploded, 'You've
thrown away one of the first
books ever printed. A copy
recently sold at auction for
half a million dollars.' 'Oh, I
don't think this book would
have been worth anything
close to that much,' replied
Arnold. 'It was scribbled all
over in the margins by some
guy named Martin Luther.'
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Dear Reader
“Contact” is being published as usual on our Website
(minus any personal/pastoral information advised as not for

general publication. See www.penworthamurc.org.uk/)
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “Contact” it

will be most welcome. Send by e-mail to
purcmagweb@talktalk.net or a text to 07538976140

or call Alan Edward on 01772740129 or deliver to 27 Hazel Close
Many thanks to those who are contributing.

Next submission date will be 21 March
Next issue will be 28 March

CONTACT

Gaita Glockenspiel Handpan Heckelphone Jegog
Gangsa Guqin Harmonica Igil Jiaohu
Gehu Haegeum Harp Ikembe Jug
Words may be Horizontal, Vertical, Diagonal. Back to Front - Ed.

For solution contact Ed.

https://www.penworthamurc.org.uk
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