
May Jesus give you Peace this Christmas



2020 has been a very strange year. I
have learnt a new language at School.
Zooming, Squigging, and Bubbling.
(EVERY DAY A SCHOOL DAY). If we
had gone in the Bank or Post Office
wearing a mask, we would have been
arrested. This is a different world,
something that we would watch at the
Cinema, not in reality

We have learnt that material things are not important, but family
and friendship are. We as a Church, although we have not been
able to meet, have stayed strong and been there for each other.

Hopefully we will soon be able to meet up
again, it won't be in the same way for a
while, but it will be a step forward. At
least we have had modern technology,
so we could join in Coffee Mornings
and Holy Communion.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish
you a Happy Christmas, strange though it will be. We will enjoy it
in a different way, and think about the birth of Jesus, instead of
all the material things that take over us each year.

May we have learnt from this last year just what does matter in
life, and hopefully 2021 will be a better year for us all, and may
we not take things for granted ever again.

Keeping you all in
my prayers.

Anne
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES



WOMEN’S GROUP
Ladies,

As you know, I want to give up leading the
Group from 1 January.
Jean Frew has offered to take over as caretaker
until we have a meeting and can move forwards.
Hylda also wants to stand down as treasurer.
So we need a new treasurer too. Hylda and I
have some suggestions to make this job simpler.

With all good wishes for Christmas and the new year,
from Brenda

WOMEN’S GROUP BIRTHDAYS
The Women’s Group send their best wishes to:

Mary Lambert
who has a birthday in December

Many Happy Returns (Jean Frew)

PURC ZoomMee�ng
Tuesday 17th November at 11.am was

our first coffee and chat mee�ng using Zoom.
It was great fun to see and chat to friends from church.
Our next Zoom mee�ng will have a Christmas theme :

“Coffee and Mince Pies”
Wednesday 23rd December at 11am.

Please let us know if you would like to join us
and we will send out an invite.
penworthamurc@gmail.com

You are invited to December’s online
URC NW Synod Partnership Advent Coffee Morning

hosted by Rev’d Daleen ten Cate via ZOOM
on Friday 18th December at 10.00am

If you would like to join us, and you haven’t signed up before, please
send an email to Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk

so that Daleen can email you an invite.
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NOTICES AND INFORMATION cont’d
Thursday 17th Dec, 7pm: Lancashire Sings
Christmas “From Baubles to Bubbles”

BBC Radio Lancashire
7pm – 8pm on Thursday 17th Dec. This year the impact of the
Coronavirus Virus means that we cannot gather in the public places to
sing. “From Baubles to Bubbles” is an invitation to tune into Lancashire
Sings Christmas 2020 and to share this service of carols, readings,
stories of hope and healing in the many safe Bubbles of contact that exist
across the County. Song-sheets will be available nearer the time to view
or download.. Pray we may all receive afresh the light and the joy of the
Christ Child that God gives to the whole world walking in the darkness of
these times. [Anton Muller]

A CHRISTMAS REFLECTION - CHRISTMAS IS ABOUT CHRIST

“They saw the young child. .and fell down andworshippedHim”Mat 2 v11KJV
Hewas born in the humblest of settings, yet heaven above was filled with the
songs of angels. His birthplace was a cattle shed, yet a star brought the rich
and noble from thousands of miles away to worship Him. His birth was
contrary to the laws of life and His death was contrary to the laws of death,
yet nomiracle is greater than His birth, His life, His death, His resurrection
and His teachings. He had no cornfields or fisheries, yet He spread a table
for 5,000 and had bread and fish to spare. He never stood on expensive
carpeting, yet He walked on the waters and they supported Him. His
crucifixion was the crime of crimes, yet fromGod’s perspective no less a
price could havemade possible our redemption.When He died, few
mourned His passing, yet God hung a black cape over the sun. Those who
crucified Him did not tremble at what they’d done, yet the earth shook under
them. Sin never touched Him. Corruption could not get hold of His body. The
soil that was reddened with His blood could not claim His dust. For over three
years He preached the gospel. He wrote no book, He had no headquarters
and He built no organisation. Yet over two thousand years later He’s the
central figure of human history, the perpetual theme of all preaching, the pivot
around which the ages revolve, and the only redeemer of the human race.At
this season of celebration and gift-giving, let’s join the wisemen who ‘fell
down and worshipped him'. Let's remember, Christmas is about-Christ!
above with permission United Christian Broadcasters, Westport Road,
Stoke-on-Trent ST64JF and taken from UCB ’ Word for Today’ - free copies
are available for the UK at this address or online at www.ucb.co.uk/read



The situation in Zimbabwe is extremely
difficult right now. In August the Zimbabwe
Catholic Bishops’ Conference (ZCBC) in a
pastoral letter described the situation as, “a
multi-layered crisis of the convergence of

economic collapse, deepening poverty, food insecurity, corruption and
human rights abuses among other crises.”

Government corruption, and ongoing restrictions and suffering led to
protests from the Zimbabwean people. The government has responded
with lamentable disregard for alternative voices. Their heavy-handed
response has been characterised by arbitrary arrests and violence
against activists or those related or connected to them. Journalists
have been abducted and tortured as ransom for those in hiding.

The statement from the ZCBC and other faith leaders and groups in
Zimbabwe caused recriminations from the government. Zimbabwe’s
context remains complex and precarious. The recent attacks on all
who have voiced concern over injustices, corruption and violence,
including the church, has simply reinforced the reality that coexistence,
tolerance and accountability remains contentious issues in the country.

Christian Aid Zimbabwe works with several faith-based organisation
including the Catholic Church through a partnership with Silveira
House, a Catholic Jesuit institution and stands in solidarity with the
Bishops. Christian Aid Zimbabwe is supportive of statements issued by
fellow church umbrella organisation that is the Zimbabwe Council of
Churches (ZCC) and the Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ),
who are its partners. Christian Aid’s CEO, Amanda Khozi Mukwashi
sent a letter of solidarity.

The Christian Aid Zimbabwe team are continuing to speak out for
justice and support our partners while treading a careful line as an
international NGO, mindful that our partners rely on our ability to
operate within the country.

COVID-19 Response

In Zimbabwe, we continue to ensure that 15,000 people have enough
water to wash their hands regularly. We are also supporting
communities in Mudzi and Mutoko whose livelihoods have been
impacted by Covid-19.

Thanks to the support from lovely
Commitment for Life congregations just like yours, we are able to
provide food hampers for around 5,400 people. Thank you.
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U.K. and SE Asia - Creative Arts Studio
Last year one of WEC’s Arts Release teams opened a creative
arts studio at a church premises in Leeds. New members joined
and the artists took turns to lead each weekly session based on a
passage of scripture. They held an exhibition on 2nd May,
attended by local dignitaries while WEC’s Resonance Band(link is
external) played music. Since lockdown, the ‘studio’ has
continued online, sharing their creations in various mediums. This
has given birth to a similar group connecting across Southeast
Asia and another in Suffolk. Pray for these artists to be inspired
and encouraged, to share their faith effectively through their
work(WEC International).

East Asia - North Korea - Improved relationships
UN sanctions are causing severe hardship in food supplies and
healthcare provision. Pray for improved international relationships
that would lead to greater provision for all the people living in
North Korea. (BMS World Mission)

SE Europe - Croatia - Broadcasting the Good News
A team of 12 Christian media producers in Croatia is now
broadcasting the good news of Jesus on radio and TV for around
4 hours a day, every day. Their programmes reach the entire
Croatian population of 4.5 million people, as well as the Croatian
diaspora in the EU by broadcasting terrestrially and via Satellite
TV. Pray that many viewers and listeners will be challenged to
begin a journey with Christ, and that the Lord will provide much-
needed resources for them to expand this ministry into Bosnia,
Serbia and Slovenia(Reach Beyond)

United States of America - International Students
Pray for international students in the USA struggling with anxiety
and loneliness to find peace and comfort in Christ. Pray that they
would feel well supported during this time. With so much time
being spent connecting with those back home, pray that Christian
international students would be boldly sharing stories of Jesus
with their family and friends. (IFES)

above with permission of - www.globalconnections.org.uk
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Christmas

Once more December is with us,
We remember the Saviour’s birth,

How the Son of God came among us,
Lived like us here on the earth.

According to an edict from Caesar,
His parents had to leave home
for Bethlehem, the city of David,
To register, as required by Rome.

The city was crowded with people,
Mary’s baby was due to be born.
They were kindly given a lodging
in a stable, by cattle kept warm.

The family was visited by shepherds,
An angel had told them the story,

they recognised in the baby, a Saviour,
And worshipped him, seeing God’s glory.

The news of a king had reached Herod,
He asked wise men to tell him where
this new baby king could be found,
But the position they wouldn’t share.

We too,can worship Jesus,
No matter wherever we are,

Bring our gifts and our offerings,
Having followed his natal star.

Hylda Hurst
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Bethlehem HeavenlyHost Judea Pondered Saviour
Bringing Jesus Mary Praising Shepherds
GlorytoGod Joseph Messiah Quirinius Star

Words may be Horizontal, Vertical, Diagonal, Back to Front
Letters may be in more than one of the words. For solution contact Ed.

OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION
1. The Christian Resource Centre, Fox St., Preston will be open

again from 3rd December 2020.
2. There will be 2 online retreats on 12 Dec and 10 Jan.Please use

the new website to apply: https://www.christianretreats.live/
3. For details of Christian Aid Christmas appeal, presents, raffle

tickets and quiz sheets as well as Traidcraft catalogue contact
Cath Greenlees on 01772-613500 plus info. also at charity-
gifts.christianaid.org.uk and traidcraftshop.co.uk.

4. Preston Minster (a church plant from Holy Trinity, Brompton) &
the local #LoveYourNeighbour Hub has received a £90,000
award to focus on pandemic related issues in conjunction with
three partner churches (Crossgate, Salvation Army and
Fulwood Free) to be co-ordinated by Kezia Ryde.
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Dear Reader
“Contact” is being published as usual on our Website (minus any
personal/pastoral news not confirmed for general publication) :

see: www.penworthamurc.org.uk
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “CONTACT” it will
be most welcome - send by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net or a
text to 07538976140 or call Alan Edward on 01772740129; or deliver
your contribution to the church through its letter box or to 27 Hazel

Close. Many thanks to all those who are contributing.
Next submission date will be : 3 January

The first issue for 2021 is due out on 10January
Wishing you all Grace and Peace this Christmas

and in the coming year. Ed.

With permission Tim Walburg
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ECO CHURCH MISSION – GREEN CHRISTMAS IDEAS
from Rev’d Daleen ten Cate and Gill Ashurst

A-Z of tips for a green Christmas
A is for artificial trees
These are not necessarily greener - although they last for longer, they are
made from plastic, not recyclable or from a renewable source and have
probably been shipped great distances. There are also question marks
over where they are made and the labour used. Real trees also help to
remove carbon from the atmosphere while they are growing (more on
real trees below under C).
B is for batteries
New gifts at Christmas often mean that households go through a lot of
batteries. Batteries contain toxic chemicals, do not biodegrade and are
difficult to recycle. As an alternative, Nigel's ecostore recommends using
rechargeable batteries or trying the new AA size USB rechargeable
batteries. By opening the cap and plugging into a USB connector, you
can recharge them pretty much anywhere.
C is for ...
Candles Paraffin candles are made from petroleum residue and are no
good for your health or for the environment. Candles made from soy,
beeswax or natural vegetable-based wax are more eco-friendly because
they biodegrade and are smoke-free.
Cards Recyclenow.com has teamed up with the Woodland Trust card
recycling scheme which will allow people to recycle their cards
throughout January at participating retailers. With an average of 17 cards
in the UK for every man, woman and child, that's a lot of trees saved.
Can you send an e-card instead? Purchase recycled or charity cards or
cut up last year's and re-use them?
Compost Compost all your food peelings or get a wormery to help break
down the vegetable food waste into rich soil nutrition.
Clothes Over 80,000 tonnes of old clothes will be thrown away this
Christmas. so if you do get a new wardrobe, make sure you donate your
old clothes to a local charity shop.
Christmas trees Real trees are the more eco-friendly choice, as long as
you consider where and how they have been grown. Make sure you get
one from a sustainable source. There are over 400 Christmas tree
growers across the UK registered with the British Christmas Tree
Growers' Association, where trees are grown according to strict
guidelines governing everything from sustainable seeds and cultivation to
protecting local wildlife.S
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http://www.usbcell.com/products
https://www.recyclenow.com/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
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https://www.bctga.co.uk/
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ECO CHURCH MISSION - CHRISTMAS SUPPLEMENT cont’d
The Soil Association also certifies some trees as organic, which
means that no pesticides will have been used during growing.
You could also choose a tree with roots so that it can be
replanted.The best way to use a real tree, though, is to use a live
one. You can grow your own with a kit from Ecotopia - although it
might just be a bit late to start growing one for this year - or you can
try Pines and Needles who offer healthy Nordmann fir and Norway
spruce trees in pots (and can recycle them afterwards too). This
means that they will stay fresh all the way through Christmas, won't
drop needles all over your floor and you can even plant them in the
garden in January. Failing that, take the tinsel off and keep them
indoors all year round. For something altogether different there's
always the Woodland Trust's new eco trees made of recycled card
that you can fold down and use year after year. Or you could just
forego the whole palaver and dedicate a tree - it'll offset some
carbon emissions, too. Recycle your tree after Christmas. Six million
trees brightened up homes and offices across Britain last year, of
which only 10% were recycled. The rest went into landfill, a wasted
opportunity to create biomass that would have provided nutrients for
depleted soil. Many local authorities and garden centres will be
recycling Christmas trees after the festive period.
D is for ...
Decorations Use recycled decorations - Revolve uses CDs and
juice cartons to make your tree sparkle. Or decorate your tree with
products that are fairly traded and ethically sourced. The WWF has
some ideas here. Or get creative and make your own - ideas here.
Defrost your freezer before Christmas It will work more efficiently
and create more space to store leftover food, so that it doesn't go to
waste.
E is for eco-bags
Use a cotton shopper bag instead of all that plastic. Bags of
Change recently won two gongs at the Green England awards and
offer organic hemp-cotton bags. Or, if you sign up and complete 12
pledges in our green community we will give you one for free.
F is for food shopping
For some horrifying statistics on how much food we throw away, read
this story. By the time the ingredients that make up the average
British Christmas dinner arrive on our plates, they have travelled a
combined distance of 9,000 miles. Turkeys from Europe, vegetables
from Africa, wine from the southern hemisphere, cranberries from
America - the turkey and trimmings add up to the equivalent of 6,000
car trips around the world, new research from the University of
Manchester has found. Try the food foodprint calculator

https://www.soilassociation.org/
https://www.ecotopia.co.uk
https://www.pinesandneedles.com/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/give/dedications/
https://www.revolve-uk.com/
https://shop.wwf.org.uk/
https://www.allfreecrafts.com/christmas/christmas-crafts/
http://www.bagsofchange.co.uk/
http://www.bagsofchange.co.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2007/nov/02/waste.greenpolitics
http://www.foodcarbon.co.uk/


to check some of your ingredients. Buy an organic turkey. Ten million
turkeys are eaten every Christmas, so try to make sure it has been
reared in humane conditions. Buy local or buy less. Produce bought
locally means you will be supporting small suppliers and the local
community, while minimising your carbon footprint. Shop at a
local farmers' market, or try growing some of your own vegetables where
possible.
Buy your fruit and vegetables loose and ditch all that wasteful plastic
packaging. Make sure the goods that are packaged are made from
recycled materials. Buy drinks in bigger bottles rather than small ones.
One large bottle generates less waste than several smaller ones.
Try to avoid serving people with paper or plastic plates and cups if you
are entertaining. Pack all your goods into a re-usable shopping bag or re-
use old plastic bags. Don't forget to put the vegetable peelings from your
Christmas dinner in your home compost bin.
K is for keeping your curtains closed.
This keeps heat in and saves energy and money. And with all those
guests to entertain, more heat is going to be generated anyway.
L is for lights
Christmas tree lights left on for 10 hours a day over the 12 days of
Christmas produce enough CO2 to inflate 12 balloons, so turn them off
when they are not needed (you can join our green community, Tread
lightly, by pledging to turn off your lights for longer here - you must sign
in).
If you want to be more environmentally friendly, try switching to either
LED lights, choosing lights that are powered by solar power or
rechargeable batteries, or installing an energy-saving bulb to offset the
energy usage.
If you haven't already - make it a new year's resolution to switch to
energy-efficient light bulbs (sign up for this Tread lightly pledge here).
P is for ...
Plastic-free More than 17bn plastic bags are handed out by
supermarkets a year - that's 300 for every man, woman and child -
causing nearly 60,000 tonnes of plastic to go to landfill sites (more on
why plastic bags are so bad here). Now and after Christmas, use a cotton
eco-shopper (if you sign up and complete 12 Tread lightly pledges we
will give you one for free) or take old plastic bags and reuse them. You
could even follow Modbury's example, and get your whole town to go
plastic bag-free. With retailers yet to get the message on excessive
packaging, try to avoid purchasing products and food that are
overpackaged.
Presents Buy local or buy less. Each Christmas, 4K tonnes of products
arrive from China. Presents bought locally means you will be supporting
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https://profile.theguardian.com/signin
https://www.theguardian.com/tone/blog
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2007/nov/13/plasticbags.pollution
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2007/oct/26/pledges2
http://www6.plasticbagfree.com/?template=VERTICAL_LINES&tdfs=1&s_token=1606828830.0047255041&uuid=1606828830.0047255041
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2007/nov/28/recycling.waste
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small suppliers and the local community, while minimising your carbon
footprint.Buy durable gifts and avoid buying or requesting presents that
rely on disposable parts like batteries. Try to look for alternatives, for
example, goods that are solar or wind-up powered. Do you have to buy
gifts? Could you buy an "experience" instead? Try cinema tickets, club
memberships, gift tokens. Sponsor an animal, buy them some rainforest
to protect - but don't give them another unwanted gift which they will
simply throw away.
R is for recycle
According to Recyclenow.com, English households will throw out an
additional 3m tonnes - that's five sacks of rubbish per family - over the
festive period. Much of this will be waste that could have been recycled.
If you're not doing it already, it's getting harder to have an excuse not to
recycle, with nine out of 10 homes in Britain now having a doorstep
recycling service which will take paper, card, glass and metal cans.
If you don't have a doorstep service, take your drinks bottles and paper to
the recycling bank when you next go to the supermarket, or find out
whether your area has a local recycling depot. There are plenty of tips on
which materials you can recycle on the internet.
T is for ...
Turning off your appliances Turning your appliances off at the mains,
rather than leaving them on standby. This saves huge amounts of
carbon.’
Turning down the thermostat by 1C. Not only does this save carbon
and money, it's a good excuse to resurrect the themed Christmas jumper.
U is for using the right-sized pan Use the right-sized pan for the
vegetables you cook, and only boil the kettle with the amount of water
you need.
W is for wrapping.
This constitutes one of the biggest Christmas wastes - the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs estimates that last year's wasted
paper would be enough to wrap up the Channel island of Guernsey. If we
all recycled just half of of the 8,000 tonnes produced we'd save 25,000
trees. Try wrapping your presents in brown or recycled paper, recycled
foil or newspaper, and using string or raffia (made from bark which
regenerates) to tie it up.
So what will you be doing this Christmas? Have you got any more tips?

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

https://www.recyclenow.com/#_=1361275318584&id=twitter-widget-0&lang=en&screen_name=recycle_now&show_count=false&show_screen_name=false&size=l

