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“Your sun will no longer set;
your moon will no longer
wane. The Lord will be an
everlasting light for you and
your days of mourning will
be ended” (Is 60 : 20)



By the time you read this the clocks
will have gone back an hour
bringing our ‘summer’ to a close.
It’s not been the summer we
would normally choose but
since March nothing has been of

our choosing has it ?
But that’s enough of the negative, I’m hoping what
I’m about to write will be more like ‘glass half full’
than ‘ glass half empty’.
NOT EVERYTHING IS CANCELLED ............
Sunshine and Spring are not cancelled,
Love and relationships are not cancelled,
Reading and naps are not cancelled,
Music and dancing are not cancelled,
Kindness and devotion are not cancelled,
Conversations and imagination are not cancelled,
And last but not least HOPE is definitely not
cancelled.
Let’s focus and enjoy the things we can do and
forget the things we can’t.
With Hope and of course our Faith will get us
through this, until we meet again in our beautiful
church.
Take care, be kind and stay safe.

Jenny. x x



WOMEN’S GROUP
Ladies,
You will be aware that the church will not be
open in time for our November meeting. It is a
great pity, but we can't change it, I'm afraid.
But PLEASE think about taking over running the
Group.
I would much prefer to hand over properly but, if
no-one comes forward, that will be difficult!

Maybe 2 of you could do it between you, as Beverley and Jenny do
the Secretary's job.
My phone number is 01772 748021. (Brenda Kendall)

As we aren’t really going anywhere or doing
anything much at the moment, there isn’t
much to report on this month, so I thought I
would try and reassure you all that the
Elders are doing everything they can to get
our church ready to welcome you back as
soon as the present circumstances ease up
a bit.
We are following the synod guidelines and getting the church as
safe as we can, it won’t be the same as you remember it, in and
out by different doors, signing in, hand gel and of course ‘masks’.
The service can only be 20 minutes long and there will be no
singing, but after saying all that, there will be a warm welcome
waiting and lots of familiar faces and we can at least take some
comfort from just being with each other in God’s house.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all as we continue to ride
this rather ‘surreal’ journey together.

Your Elders

NOTICES AND INFORMATION
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NOTICES AND INFORMATION cont’d

INTERNATIONAL AID TRUST - REMINDER
It isn’t possible for us to make our usual Christmas shoebox
collections this year BUT PLEASE don’t
forget them, they run their scheme year
round. Worldwide there are people with
very little comfort and basic items to
make life bearable.
At the moment storage and distribution
is at a standstill both at PURC and the depot in Much Hoole.
This year everything collected must be non -perishable, so NO sweets
/food/ chocolate.
I would like to suggest that if you are able to put together a “Personal
Hygiene Pack” which is a ziplock plastic bag or plastic box with lid or
toiletry bag (for all age groups) filled with any of the following items ....
Toothpaste and brush, face cloth, tablets of soap, comb, shampoo,
antiseptic cream, E45 type lotion, small hand towel. These would then
be given out in the orphanages, homes, villages as and when possible
.

Other items suitable for storage are...hats/gloves/ socks/underwear,
sanitary goods, small mirrors, hair accessories, manicure sets,
disposable razors, small cuddly toys.

If you would rather fill a pack of pens /pencils/notepad etc then they
will be appreciated.
I have to ask you all to be generous but to keep your items at home
until I have heard from International Aid, Please look at the website if
you would like to see what they are involved with.
Money donations are used for the large transport costs.
Thank you all for your past donations and for any help you can give in
these difficult situations.

(Rita Taylor)

WOMEN’S GROUP BIRTHDAYS
The Women’s Group send their best wishes to:

Valerie Hill
who has a birthday in November
and also to our dear friend:

Phyllis Hopkin
now in Derbyshire, but who keeps
contact with us here in Penwortham.

Many Happy Returns
(Jean Frew)
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REMEMBRANCE

Extract from ”For the Fallen”
(by Robert Laurence Binyon, CH)

‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,

We will remember them.’

The Kohima Epitaph
(modified from an epitaph by
John Maxwell Edmonds)

'When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say,
For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.'

CHRISTIAN AID - BIENNIAL SERVICE OF REFLECTION - ONLINE
From Darkness to Light

Love…bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never ends. - 1 Corinthians 13:7-8.
We’ve all been through enormous change and loss during the
coronavirus pandemic, especially those of us who have lost a
loved one. This year we warmly welcome you to join us on

Wednesday 4 November at 5:30pm,
in a moment of reflection, which will be held entirely online.

This special service of reflection is a time to come together in our
grief, in what has been a difficult year and to remember as well as
celebrate those we love, who are no longer here. It is also a chance
for those experiencing a more general sense of loss to carve out time
to acknowledge and reflect upon these feelings.
The service will be introduced by Amanda Mukwashi, our Chief
Executive, and include a sermon from Dr Rowan Williams. It will give
time and space for personal reflection, and there will be a moment in
the service to light a candle at home.

Links to the service and more detail is at:
www.christianaid.org.uk/events/service-reflection
& www.facebook.com/events/346631436485425
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URC NW SYNOD - ZOOM BIBLE STUDY
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URC COMMITMENT FOR LIFE EXTRACT - IOPT
COVID AND LOCKDOWN IN GAZA

Until recently, all Covid-19 cases in the Gaza Strip of the Israeli
Occupied Palestinian Territories (IOPT) were contained in quarantine
facilities. Gaza’s healthcare system does not have the capacity to deal
with an outbreak of the virus. Healthcare facilities are already on the
verge of collapse due to long-term closure and Israeli-blockade on the
Gaza Strip. Gaza also has one of the highest population densities in
the world and isolation is therefore not always a real option for many
Gazans.
Christian Aid’s partners have been adapting their work in Gaza since
the start of the pandemic in March. As community centres closed,
children and youth were kept engaged at home through online lessons
and activities. Women have been able to access remote support to
cope with added pressures and the rise in gender-based violence.
With funding through Irish Aid, our partner PARC (The Agricultural
Development Association) is meeting both short and longer-term
needs.
On the 5th and 19th of August, 400 vulnerable households in Gaza
received two rounds of food parcels, delivered to their door, with fresh
produce and dried goods. The products were purchased from local
small-scale farmers and women-led cooperatives, to support them
through the economic consequences of the pandemic.
This activity has become even more important, as Gaza’s fear of
community spread of Covid-19 has come true. As positive cases were
identified in different parts of Gaza at the end of August, a state of
emergency and full lockdown have been imposed.
Through humanitarian access, PARC continues to support more
families, including those who have recently lost their daily wage
because of the curfew. Farmers are supported to reach markets to sell
their produce, to use their right to access further funding and help
them plant for the next agricultural season, to feed the food-insecure.
The people of Gaza are used to tough times and remain unbelievably
hopeful and resilient. Commitment for Life continues to support and
show solidarity to our Palestinian partners and friends. Your support is
particularly crucial given how precarious life is right now. As the UN
points, out, there are people in Gaza having to sift through rubbish to
find food.



SouthEast Asia - Cambodia - Protection for Cambodians
With Covid gripping the world, Cambodia has been spared with
low infection numbers and no deaths (as at 24 Oct) but the knock-
on effects on the economy are truly an area of concern and
prayer. Many Cambodians depend on a salary that feeds a
number of family members. Factories are shut, tourism has been
curbed and therefore wages have been either reduced or
suspended. Please pray that Cambodians will not become victims
of predators, willing to borrow money at very high rates. Pray that
the industries that fuel the economy will start to reopen and
Cambodians will be able to return to work. (WEC International)

Central America- Guatemala - Lockdown is a death sentence
The coronavirus pandemic has exposed inequalities and inequity
in Central America. Lockdown is a death sentence for many
people because they are unable to go out every day to look for
food or work in informal trade activities. In Guatemala, where Viva
has a partner network, we see heart-breaking situations for
children each day. For example, more than 20 boys and girls
sleep in cemetery graves as they have nowhere to live. Pray that
local churches working together, supported by Viva’s partner
network, would be able to make a difference in Guatemala and
across the region with practical help such as food relief and a
phone mentoring programme to keep children safe.
(Viva - together for children)

South America- Ecuador -Radio listeners & prayer requests
Ecuador has been hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic. Radio
HCJB in the capital Quito, has been creating short-format
programmes to help heal the trauma that people are experiencing
with the crisis. On their last day of prayer, they received 483
requests for physical health, work, family relationships, but also
for emotional health. People are afraid, depressed, anguished,
but at the same time they are more open to hear the truth of the
God’s Word. Pray for the team of intercessors who continually
pray for listeners or followers from social media who request
prayer. (Reach Beyond)

above with permission of - www.globalconnections.org.uk
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WORLD PRAYER NEWS
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POETRY PAGE

It’s now November and still we’re confined,
Unable to meet as families.

There are rules and guidelines to follow,
And also many anomalies.

But salutes go to heroes who’ve cheered us
Fund raisers like Sir Tom Moore.
Callers who bring on-line shopping,
And leave groceries just by the door.
Hats off to countless workers.
Known loosely as the N.H.S.,

Risking their lives to bring healing
And comfort to those in distress.

To strangers who look out for their neighbours,
To carers going the extra mile,

Leaving home to tend the old folks,
With courtesy and mostly a smile.
Thanks to those with thoughtfulness,
People who bring a nice meal,

It’s like opening a Christmas present,
Beats a Supermarket lunch deal.

There are thousands and thousands of people ,
Ordinary and some of them loners,

Who’ve denied themselves touches and hugs,
Never wanting to be the stay at-homers.

There’s been sorrow and heartache for many
How can we ever forget

the virus that’s not yet been beaten
And will leave us with much to regret.
Still we can remember the blessings,
In the time of trial we’ve been through.
Give thanks for the love and the caring,
To ourselves and others stay true

Hylda Hurst
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NOVEMBER’S FIREWORKS WORDSEARCH

CatherineWheel Firecracker Girandola Popper SmokeBomb
Comet FlyingFish Horsetail Rocket Sparkler
Crossette Fountain Parachute RomanCandle Willow
Words may be Horizontal, Vertical, Diagonal. Back to Front - Ed.

For solution contact Ed.
With permission Tim Walburg



Dear Reader
“Contact” is being published as usual on our Website (minus any
personal/pastoral news not confirmed for general publication) :

see: www.penworthamurc.org.uk
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “CONTACT” it
will be most welcome - send by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net
or a text to 07538976140 or call Alan Edward on 01772740129; or
deliver your contribution to the church through its letter box or to 27
Hazel Close. Many thanks to all those who are contributing.
Next submission date will be : 8 November. It is hoped to get the

following issue of “Contact” to you by 15 November.
There will be one December issue due out on 6 December

With best wishes to you all. Ed.
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PRESTON FAITH FORUM

With permission Tim Walburg
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