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By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all their host
by the breath of His mouth. Ps.33:6 NRSV



There is a legend of a young man’s “rite of passage” in the Cherokee
nation which is outlined below (author unknown):

The boy’s father takes him into the forest, blindfolds him and leaves
him alone. He is required to sit on a stump the whole night and not
remove the blindfold until the rays of the morning sun shine through
it. He cannot cry out for help to anyone.

Once he survives the night, he has reached manhood.

He cannot tell the other boys of this experience, because each lad
must come into manhood on his own.

The boy is naturally terrified; he can hear all kinds of noises. Wild
beasts must surely be all around him. Maybe even some human
might do him harm. The wind blew the grass and earth, and shook his
stump, but he sat stoically, never removing the blindfold. It would be
the only way he could become a man! Finally, after a horrific night the
sun appeared and he removed his blindfold.

It was then that he discovered his father sitting on a stump near to
him. He had been at watch the entire night, protecting his son from
harm.

We, too, are never alone. Even when we don't know it, God is
watching over us, Sitting on the stump beside us! When trouble
comes, all we have to do is reach out to Him!

Just because we cannot see God, does
not mean He is not there.

"For we walk by faith, not by sight!"
--------------------------

God our creator;
the creator of all things, cares for us

As the hymn writer Sarah B Rhodes says:
“God who made the earth,

the air, the sky, the sea
Who gave the light its birth

Careth for me”

Praise the Lord (Ed.)
Credits: NASA Earth Observatory/Joshua
Stevens; NOAA National Environmental
Satellite, Data, and Information Service
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CITIZENS UK - LOCAL CHAPTER FOR PRESTON
Development of a chapter of Citizens UK in Preston

Citizens UK (https://www.citizensuk.org) has a proven track record of
30 years of transforming lives; at a national level Citizens UK started
the Living Wage Campaign, whilst at a local level, alliances have
succeeded in a myriad of improvements from rubbish collections in
Leeds, to street safety in London to tackling harassment of women in
Nottingham. During this Covid-19 crisis Citizens has been active in
several areas, for example working with headteachers and lobbying
the government to ensure that children who would normally receive
free school meals are able to access appropriate food in their locality.
Citizens is also still holding regular on-line training events, bringing
together many more people than was the case pre-Covid. See
recordings at: https://www.youtube.com/
results?search_query=citizens+uk
In Preston, a pre-launch assembly in June 2019 was attended by 60
people from 27 different organisations, revealing a common sense of
concern for the city. The model of organising was shared, and a quick
listening exercise showed that issues of concern to people across
Preston were: loneliness; community cohesion; homelessness; mental
health; opportunities for young people.
We are delighted that we have now interviewed and offered the post of
associate organiser, with a start date of mid-August 2020. More details
to follow, including how churches and other community organisations
can get involved in the work of transforming civic society, and
developing the leadership potential of individuals.
For more information, contact Peter Lumsden, chair of the sponsoring
committee (pjlumsden58@gmail.com; tel 07929270753)

I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth. Gen 9 : 13

https://www.citizensuk.org
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A REFLECTION - “YOU’RE CONNECTED”
If anyone does sin , we have an advocate 1 John 2:1 NLT

The moon and stars you can see on a clear night are mere drops in
the vast sea of the universe. Our sun is one of more than 100 billion
stars that make up the Milky Way galaxy. And there may be as many
as 100 billion other galaxies - billions of which may have hundreds of
millions of planets like ours. The Hubble Space Telescope relays
images of galaxies as far away as thirteen billion light years - that’s
thirteen billion times six trillion miles! And all this was created because
God uttered one sentence: ‘Let there be’ (see Genesis 1). But here’s
something even more amazing: the One who created it all loves you
and cares about every detail of your life. When you are weak, He is
strong. When you blow it, He forgives you. The Bible says, ‘If anyone
does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the
Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. He himself
is the sacrifice that atones for our sins’ (1 John 2:1-2 NLT). God’s
grace is truly amazing, and you don’t have to do anything to deserve
it. Because God is your Father, you can call home anytime and find a
welcome. You’re ‘connected’ to the One who ‘understands our
weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did
not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There
we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we
need it most’ (Hebrews 4:15-16 NLT). You’re connected to unending
mercy and grace - how awesome is that? Thank God that you are
connected to Him at all times.
above with permission United Christian Broadcasters, Westport Road, Stoke-on-
Trent ST64JF and taken from UCB ’ Word for Today’ - free copies are available for
the UK at this address or online at www.ucb.co.uk/read

This detailed artist’s impression
shows the structure of the Milky
Way, including the location of the
spiral arms and other components
such as the bulge. This version of
the image has been updated
to include the most recent
mapping of the shape of the
central bulge deduced from
survey data from ESO’s VISTA
telescope at the Paranal
Observatory.
Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech/ESO/

R. Hurt



Japan - Overworking in Japan
Life in a Japanese company can be incredibly demanding, largely
due to Japan’s group-oriented culture in which people feel bound
by the expectations of their peers. Overworking is a serious
problem in Japan; workers often feel obliged to work unsocial
hours and taking annual leave, although permitted on paper, is
seen as shameful and often avoided. Thankfully, it would appear
that some companies are gradually beginning to change, but
there is still a long way to go. Long working hours make it difficult
for workers to find time for church or evangelistic events. Praise
God for the Christians God has placed in these companies and
also that the issue of overwork is starting to be addressed by the
government and society as a whole. Please pray for working
Christians to be effective witnesses to their colleagues and also
that unhealthy expectations in the workplace will change, leading
to a healthier balance between work and leisure time.
(Japan Christian Link)

Mexico - Purépecha in Mexico
There are 72,000 Purépecha people in Mexico. Their primary
religion is Christianity, but it is mostly nominal. Pray for an
awakening among the Purépecha and a fuller understanding of
who Jesus is, so that they will choose to follow him
wholeheartedly. (WEC International)

Chile - Social unrest and students
The city of Santiago has been through a difficult year. Social
unrest resulting in rioting and street violence was followed by the
coronavirus lockdown. Pray for the Centre for Pastoral Studies,
an Anglican training college. While restrictions on movements and
gatherings caused disruption, we are thankful that technology has
meant that no student has had to miss any classes. Please pray
for the students: that the interruptions to their courses would have
led to a renewed and deeper dependence on the Lord in prayer
that will continue as things start to return to normal. (Crosslinks)

above with permission of - www.globalconnections.org.uk
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A REFLECTION - “PRAISE GOD”
His praise shall be continually in my mouth. Psalm 34:1 KJV

You can praise God too little, but you can never praise Him too much.
David writes, ‘From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the
same the Lord’s name is to be praised’ (Psalm 113:3 KJV). ‘Seven
times a day do I praise thee’ (Psalm 119:164 KJV). ‘His praise shall
continually be in my mouth.’ When you are overwhelmed by
circumstances, the last thing you feel like doing is praising God. But
it’s the first thing you should do, because praise gets your attention off
yourself and onto God’s miraculous power. Jehoshaphat faced an
army he had no hope of defeating. But when he started to praise God,
his enemies destroyed each other while he looked on in amazement.
When Paul and Silas praised God in prison, their chains broke and the
doors opened. It’s normal to focus on the problem and forget to praise
God, but praise solves problems. Peter writes: ‘The trial of your faith,
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 1:7 KJV). Start to acknowledge the
power of praise and choose to exalt God regardless of how you feel.
Praise brings you into God’s presence and positions you for His favour
and blessing. You say, ‘But I don’t understand how praise works.’
Think about it like this: you don’t have to understand aerodynamics in
order to fly. You just get on the plane and the pilot takes you where
you need to go. It’s the same when you praise God - just do it and
you’ll get results. Ask God to help you praise Him rather than focusing
on your problems.

above with permission United Christian
Broadcasters, Westport Road, Stoke-
on-Trent ST64JF and taken from UCB ’
Word for Today’ - free copies are
available for the UK at this address or
online at www.ucb.co.uk/read

Photo : Ed.
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URC COMMITMENT FOR LIFE EXTRACT - BANGLADESH
In the Wake of Cyclone Amphan

Christian Aid and its local partners have
been responding to Super Cyclone
Amphan. The storm destroyed the
homes of millions of poor people in
coastal communities near the Bay of
Bengal.Winds reached 120mph, and
waves 17ft. Electricity lines and
communications are down across affected
regions. Communities must cope with both the aftermath of the storm and
also the ongoing Covid-19.

Many communities in Bangladesh, including Cox’s Bazar (the world’s
largest refugee camp) were urged to evacuate. Over 2.4 million people
made the move according to official Bangladeshi government reports.
The risk of Covid-19 transmission led to many people hesitating to leave
early enough. Christian Aid’s Bangladesh Country Director, Pankaj
Kumar, said: “We are in a very challenging time. Many people are scared
of catching Covid-19 and it has hampered our partners’ efforts to get
people to safety. Temporary shelters are having to practise social
distancing, which is extremely difficult in an emergency evacuation
situation.

Many people are preferring to take shelter in a neighbour’s house or on
higher land over the official shelters, especially as there are reports of
shelters lacking sufficient facilities. Thankfully, community preparedness
has led to minimum deaths, but Amphan has left huge devastation in its
wake, with homes, communications, crops and livelihoods destroyed.
Approximately 80% tin-roofed homes in Satkira district have been blown
away and families struggling to find water and food. We are also glad to
report that initial reports indicate minimal damage to camps in Cox’s
Bazar. The region is experiencing an increased number of intense storms
year on year. The poorest and most vulnerable are hit the hardest. Many
are still recovering their livelihoods from the previous Cyclone Bulbul,
which affected 1.8m people and damaged 70,000 homes in November.”

Commitment for Life, in solidarity with Christian Aid and its partners
support long-term programmes in these affected areas. We have worked
to prepare communities for disasters; we have established early warning
systems. Our partners in Satkira, Khulna and Cox’s Bazar support
affected communities with shelter, food and hygiene kits. These include
soap, masks and hand sanitiser.Thank you for your ongoing support for
Bangladesh through Commitment for Life

Image NASA
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A POETRY PAGE - PENWORTHAM (& environs) - PART 1
On the banks of the Ribble on’t South side

lies Penwortham on’t A59,
Once named a village of Preston,

It’s becoming a place to drink wine.

It’s still leafy though it’s a suburb,
And can be explored at your leisure.

It has its own history, so
To walk through in a day is a pleasure.

Greenbank Road, off Marshall’s Brow, is a quaint road,
With cottages and a house, very rare.

There’s a garage that once was a chapel,
So villagers once worshipped there.

Of course there was also a Priory
There’s a lane of that name that is history

It was founded in the year 1140,
Foundation stones now lay around, what a mystery.

Another old house has a date on,
1783 it says, carved in stone,

A chap, one Dan Dewhurst first built it,
Originally stood on its own.

The Water Tower built by Lawrence Rawstorne
Then 18th century Fleece Inn and cottage,

Sit close to the top of Cop Lane,
Both listed and of a great vintage.

There’s Penwortham Hall built by Horrocks,
The fellow of textile fame,

There are two parks and a Golf Club,
But to find a farm now is in vain.

Hylda Hurst

(This is part 1 of Hylda’s poem - look out for part 2 coming soon!!)



SOME RIDDLES
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GARDEN FRUITS WORDSEARCH

Apple Blueberry Fig Plum Redcurrant
Blackberry Cherry Gooseberry Quince Strawberry
Blackcurrant Damson Pear Raspberry Tayberry
Words may be Horizontal, Vertical, Diagonal. Back to Front - Ed.

For solution contact Ed.



Dear Reader
“Contact” is being published as usual on our Website (minus any
personal/pastoral news not confirmed for general publication) :

see: www.penworthamurc.org.uk
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “CONTACT” it
will be most welcome - send by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net
or a text to 07538976140 or call Alan Edward on 01772740129; or
deliver your contribution to the church through its letter box or to 27
Hazel Close. Many thanks to all those who are contributing.
Next submission date will be : 23 August. It is hoped to get
“Contact” to you by the following dates:

this issue by 16 August then on 30 August
With best wishes to you all. Ed.
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CARTOON

Cover Images Courtesy : NASA/STScI -
Clockwise are:

Jupiter; Mars; Saturn; Neptune; Red Supergiant V838;
Ring Nebula and Spiral Galaxy M83

6.zero-itisahole
5.“short”2.bybeing“backtoback”
4.theword“ton”1.atowel
3.theyonlyhavesonsAnswers to Riddles - Page 10
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COLOURING PAGE - A LOST SHEEP


