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Newsletter North Western Synod
Life after Lockdown Conference.

On the 2nd June over 200 people from URC
churches in the Northerly Synods met virtually
over Zoom to discuss Life after Lockdown.
Although the pandemic has caused grief,
sadness and many difficulties, there was
evidence that lockdown has also brought new
opportunities, with positive results. People from

the Northerly Synods – which covers wide areas from as far North as
the Orkneys, down to Chester and beyond – felt that positive
outcomes should be retained and built on as we move into a new
normal.
Some ideas churches have been using in lockdown, which could be
developed:
Phone conferences with Messy church.
Unstaffed prayer stations in church gardens.
Using a wide variety of online church services.
Zoom prayer meetings (could be used in winter months).
Positive stories One participant shared that they have a family who
attend church around half a dozen times a year – ‘now they’re
meeting with us online every week!’ For those who are joining
worship each week in nursing homes – the carers are getting
involved.
Moving forward.
There were lots of opportunities
in the conference to share, and,
moving forward, people agreed
with the comment,
‘Let’s do things better together

online – services, coffee mornings, prayer groups....’
One participant said, ‘This is a Pentecost issue – we need to speak
in the language of people walking by on their mobile phones.’
That was repeated:
‘We need to ensure that people are not marginalised, that they feel

they still belong.’
‘We need to learn the language of our current time. We have an
opportunity but we need to grab it.’



There were many practical ideas:
Make buildings look more open, modernise how they look – art,
poems, happy to chat benches, up to date signage, make the outside
welcoming.
Look at recorded online school assemblies.
Support for people grieving or struggling.
Help train those non-technological people.
Carry on smarter working to keep carbon footprint to a minimum.
The ethos of the conference can be summed up in the words of one
participant, ‘We have been out of our comfort zone – and maybe
that’s where we should stay.’

Steven, in his role as CYDO, and I took part in this zoom meeting.
This is just a flavour of what was discussed.

As Elders , members and Church family it gives us an opportunity to
look at ourselves and discuss:

Life after Lockdown -
Re-imagining church in a post pandemic world.

Beverley

A PRAYER
Lord Jesus we know the impact of the current pandemic has not
gone unseen by You. You share in our joys and in those moments of
pleasure in these times; in the caring we receive and in the service of
others to us; in the gift of oneness we experience in You and as a
fellowship together. Yes too, Lord, You share in the grief of
bereavment, suffering in illness, the frustration of dependency, but
above all You share - we are not alone!
May our hearts be grateful when we reflect upon the reality of Your
presence with us; upon Your experience of life on earth in hard times
of occupation and without the many technological advances we
appreciate today. May we take comfort that You will never leave us or
forsake us; that You are our creator, redeemer and friend.
So may we in these uncertain days, more fully acknowledge Your
Grace, the Love of God our Father and the Fellowship the Holy Spirit.

Ed.
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GOOD NEWS FROM ACROSS OUR SYNOD - PURC
Gill Ashurst writes: the first week of lock down Steven Mitchell
(CYDO from Mersey Synod and member of Penwortham URC)
asked if we would like him to host a Junior Church via ‘Zoom’. He
sent out invites to all our families and everyone joined us for the first
session. He was wonderful and everyone thoroughly
enjoyed it.
We have followed the Easter story over the last few
weeks, had time for prayer and reflection, and to
focus on our faith. We have played bingo, rolled
Easter eggs, had a treasure hunt, made paper planes,
eaten Easter eggs and other foods, made words with our bodies and
played Pictionary. It has been very loud and very active and the
children, and adults, have got involved.
Charlotte lead us in a prayer she had written, and the Lord’s prayer,
and it was lovely to see and hear the children saying the Lord’s
prayer (very loud) in their own homes. We didn’t quite all say it as the
same time but it sounded wonderful.
I led the second session and two other Junior Church leaders have
volunteered for the coming weeks. We all really look forward to
meeting on Sunday morning. It is lovely to have the fellowship and
see each other in our homes. The sessions have kept us all in touch
and this is so important during lock down. We have kept our routine
and Sunday morning now still involves Church but in a completely
different way.
SUPPORT FOR MISSIONAL PARTNERSHIPS IN LANCASHIRE

An Invitation from Daleen
Please join me for a brief act of worship and fellowship

around the coffee table. Don’t forget to bring your coffee/tea
in your favourite cup.

26th June@ 10am- Lancashire South Missional Partnership
If you would like to join us, and you haven’t signed up before, please
drop me an email, so that I can email you an invite.

Daleen.TenCate@nwsynod.org.uk
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GREETINGS FROM BRISTOL
Anne Hall, following a recent visit to Redland Park URC in Bristol via
Zoom (a church Anne had previously visited), received a lovely card
from Les and Carol Fry and here it is to share with you all:
Les says: It was lovely to welcome you to Redland Park on Zoom this
morning- I hope the service worked for you. We have had a range of
Zoom experiences - largely positive, and it is certainly wonderful to
greet the wider congregation together, although music does remain
quite a challenge.
We’ve been at Redland Park URC since 1981, but my home church
remains Kingsfold Methodist where we worship whenever I am up
watching North End!
My greetings to everybody in Penwortham! God bless.
Carol says: The picture on the front of the card is one of the windows
at Redland Park so I hope you like it. You may remember it if you
have been here.
We still enjoy visits to Lancashire no matter how long Bristol has
been our adopted city, and our children regard themselves as
honorary Northerners!
Best wishes.
( A reminder of the welcome and friendship of the Christian church,
however we get together - thank you Anne. Ed.)

A copy of the picture on
the card sent to Anne.





7

URC COMMITMENT FOR LIFE ARTICLE - IOPT NEWS
Commitment for Life is the Global Jus�ce Programme

of the United Reformed Church in the UK

IOPT is “Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories”

Medical Trauma in Gaza

Quarantine affects us all, but the movement of people and goods into
Gaza have been severely restricted for over a decade.

Three-year old Jana from Jabalia has cancer. Due to the size of her
tumour, Jana needs radiotherapy treatment that isn’t available in
Gaza. Doctors lack the medication and necessary equipment to treat
the children of Gaza. Every single case of cancer children or adults
requires the referral outside the Gaza Strip.
Obtaining travel permits for medical therapy in Jerusalem is a
bureaucratic ordeal. The situation is further complicated when the
patient is a child in need for parental physical emotional support as
parents are often denied permission to travel.
In solidarity with Christian Aid partner The Lutheran World
Federation, we call on Israel, as the occupying power and duty
bearer under International Law, to
• respect the rights of the child and their right to health

• ensure that all children diagnosed with cancer from the Gaza
Strip should immediately be treated without delay

• once diagnosed with cancer the child must be given a permit
for an initial period of one year for active treatment and
appropriate follow up without the child having to go through
the same permit process every time, and risk missing
appointments in hospitals

• allow children referred for medical treatment outside Gaza
should be accompanied by at least one parent.

We ask all Commitment for Life supporters to pray for these
concerns, particularly on the 24th of each month. Further information
on these prayers can be found here: http://actpalestineforum.org



8

WORLD PRAYER NEWS
Myanmar(Burma)/Thailand -Provisions for refugee camps
On the border of Thailand and Myanmar lie several refugee
camps, some of which have been there for decades and which
house up to 100,000 people. These camps are primitive and the
people who live in them are reliant upon supplies being brought
to them on a regular basis. Curfews and travel restrictions
between provinces in Thailand are creating a situation which, if
not addressed, will result in a massive shortage of basic
necessities and food for these people. Pray that authorities will
recognise what could become a bigger problem than the
coronavirus itself, and relax measures in order that food and
water can be made available within the camps. Pray for Christian
people within the camps that they would be able to find ways of
showing the love of Jesus to those who are in need (AsiaLink)
China - Strength for the Church in China
Persecution of Christians in China has risen since 2018, when China
imposed tough religious restrictions. Freedom of faith is guaranteed
under the constitution but in practice, the authorities bulldoze
churches, tear down crosses and imprison pastors. It used to be only
unofficial churches that were targeted, but now China is destroying
state-registered churches and persecuting their pastors. Prayer
meetings in homes and the sharing of religious messages with
children are banned. Please pray for strength for the Church in China
in this era of growing repression.

Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal-Sri Lanka- Serving the suffering
The COVID-19 pandemic is like an evil tidal wave, rushing around
the world, bringing death and untold destruction wherever it lands. As
we watch the news and see with horror the estimates of the number
of people who might die in the UK, we know that India and South
Asia are just now at the start of what promises to be a nightmare.
Our hearts are broken for what we see today – and for what we know
is just around the corner. Already, we see that the limited medical
resources will be overwhelmed – but what is most heart-breaking is
to know that before long, the most immediate danger for millions will
be the prospect of starvation.
In the middle of a 21-day lockdown and with proper approval from
their local governing authorities, our brothers and sisters serving in
Asia are walking the streets, being God’s hands and feet to the
poorest and most disadvantaged people in their communities.
Please keep our brothers and sisters serving in Asia in your prayers
as they continue to seek ways to help the most disadvantaged
people suffering because of the COVID-19 pandemic

above with permission of - www.globalconnections.org.uk



A BIG NUMBER
A BILLION - It's a VERY BIG Number...

If I give you £1 billion and you stand on a street corner handing out £1
per second, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, you would
still not have handed out £1 billion after 31 years!
This is rather hard to really understand.
A billion is a difficult number to comprehend, but one advertising
agency did a good job of putting that figure into some perspective in
one of its releases in 1990:
1. A billion seconds ago, it was 1959.
2. A billion minutes ago, Jesus was on the earth.
3. A billion hours ago, our ancestors were living in the Stone Age
4. A billion days ago, no-one walked on the earth on two feet.

A BIKERS TALE
A man on his Harley Davidson motorbike was riding along a
Californian beach when suddenly the sky clouded above his head and,
in a booming voice, God said 'Because you have tried to be faithful to
me in all ways, I will grant you one wish. The biker pulled over and
said, 'Build a bridge to Hawaii, I can ride over anytime I want.'
God replied, 'Your request is materialistic, think of the enormous
challenges for that kind of undertaking. Look at the supports required
reaching the bottom of the Pacific and the concrete, asphalt and steel
it would take! I can do it, but it is hard for me to justify your desire for
worldly things. Take a little more time and think of something that could
possibly help mankind.'
The biker thought about it for a long time. Finally, he said, 'God, I wish
that I, and all men, could understand women. I want to know how she
feels inside, what she's thinking when she gives me the silent
treatment, why she cries, what she means when she says nothing's
wrong, why she snaps and complains when I try to help, and how I can
make a woman truly happy.'
God replied, 'Do you want two lanes, or four, on that bridge?'

and also for those with with a love for words:
A bicycle can’t stand alone; it is two tired.
When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds.
Acupuncture is a jab well done - that’s the point of it.
With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress.

This page courtesy of Margo Evans
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The Little People

The Big People

←

→

Andrew James(br. of John) Judas Paul Simon
Bartholomew Jesus Matthew Peter Thaddeus
James(son of Al.) John Matthias Philip Thomas
Words may be Horizontal, Vertical, Diagonal. Back to Front - Ed.



Dear Reader
“Contact” is being published as usual on our Website (minus any
personal/pastoral news not confirmed for general publication) :

see: www.penworthamurc.org.uk
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “CONTACT” you
can:
- send it by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net
- send a text to 07538976140 or call Alan Edward on 01772740129
- deliver your contribution to the church through its letter box.
- or through the letter box at 27 Hazel Close.
All contributions welcome inc. pastoral news and prayer requests.
Many thanks to all those who are contributing.

Latest submission dates will be : 21 June and 5 July for the next 2
issues. It is hoped to get “Contact” to you by the following dates: this
issue by 14 June and then 28 June/ 12 July.

With best wishes to you all. Ed.

With permission Tim Walburg
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COLOURING PAGE

Bible Puzzle from Shirley McKinstry at ministry-to-children.com

Bible Puzzle

Twelve Disciples Coloring Activity
Jesus’ disciples were twelve men he picked to travel with him and learn from him.

1. Color the twelve disciples and read their names.
2. Peter and Andrew were brothers. Draw a circle around both of them together.
3. James and John were brothers. Draw a circle around both of them together.
4. Peter, John, and Matthew all wrote books of the Bible. Put a check mark next to

each of them.
5. Judas turned against Jesus and betrayed him. Draw a big X to cross out Judas.

Peter Andrew James
(brother of John)

John

Philip Bartholomew Thomas Matthew

James
(son of Alphaeus)

Thaddeus Simon Judas

A disciple is someone who learns from Jesus. How can you learn from Jesus?


