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A REFLECTION FROM OUR SYNOD MODERATOR
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We received this letter from Brian Jolly, our Synod Moderator,
too late to be published in our 12th April Contact, so the Elders
share it with you now.

Dear friends,

 I write in the middle of Holy Week and wish you every blessing as in
the strange circumstances of our current time we reflect on the last
days of the life of Jesus and the first Easter Day and relate them to
our lives and the life of the world today.

According to Luke’s story - following the Last Supper, the dispute
among the disciples over which one of them was to be regarded as
the greatest and Jesus’ teaching about servanthood, the agony of
Jesus in Gethsemane and his betrayal and arrest, Peter’s denial, the
trial of Jesus, his ghastly and intensely painful crucifixion, and his
burial - the first Easter Day began, unsurprisingly, with devastated
women going to the tomb to finish off the job of burying him, with
spices they had prepared. When later they tell the others about what
happened to them there - about the stone that was rolled away, the
absence of the body, and their conversation with the 2 men - the
others reckon it to be what the gospel describes as ‘an idle tale’
which they did not believe.

The first Easter Day began without a shred of hope. Everything was
dreadful - it could not be worse! Notwithstanding all they had seen
Jesus do, and all they had heard him say about how he would be
killed and how that would not be the end - their hopes and their faith
died when Jesus died. Yet, Jesus - whose friends, family, and all of
Jerusalem thought dead - began to make himself known in new
ways! God resurrected the faith of weary, anxious disciples, brought
to life again their dead convictions, and restored the hopes they had
lost. Because resurrection was not limited to first century Palestine,
and is part of the experience of those who put their faith in Jesus, we
are blessed, and can be a blessing to others, as we face a world
turned upside-down by the Covid pandemic.
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A REFLECTION - cont’d
If I might state the obvious, none of us are immune from anxiety,
sorrow or death. When we carry these things, God invites us to hear
the good news of Easter: the dawn does come; death does not have
the final word. This is not only about the end of life - but about all
those negative things which sometimes seem to get the upper hand
along life’s way.

Think of what happened to the disciples after the first Easter Day, as
they began to accept and believe in the resurrection. They went from
being people afraid of dying, to being people who offered their very
lives in order to be a blessing to others. I hope the following words
will be helpful to you, especially as in strange and challenging
circumstances we travel through Holy Week and celebrate the
resurrection.

They come from Fr. Richard Rohr, a Catholic Franciscan priest. He
says this to us about experiencing resurrection:
You do not need to wait for death to experience resurrection
You can begin resurrection today and tomorrow …
Resurrection happens every time you love someone back even
though they were not very loving to you.
At that moment, you have been raised from the dead.
Every time you refuse to become negative, cynical, hopeless - you
have experienced the risen Christ. You don’t have to wait for it later.
It’s always now and now and now.
With my prayers that Holy Week and the season of Easter may be a
blessing to you, to our local churches and to the communities we
serve.                                                   Brian Jolly,      Moderator.

Women’s Group
The Women’s Group send their very best wishes to two of
their number who have birthdays in April - namely
Hylda Hurst and Pat Poulton.   Many Happy Returns.
                                                                               Jean Frew
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ELDERS’ MESSAGE

  5th PENWORTHAM SCOUT TROOP
5th Penwortham Scout Group have been producing “Necker News”
It’s a great initiative giving fun activities for all sections. Badges to do
at home, virtual camping at home, “Zoom” face to face discussions,
work out regimes and jokes to make us laugh and smile in these
difficult times.

Jokes from the Scouts.
What did the left eye say to the right eye?
Between us, something smells!.
How do we know that the ocean is friendly?
It waves!
What happens to a frog’s car when it breaks down?
It gets toad away!
What gets wetter the more it dries?
A towel !
Where do beef burgers go to dance?
The meatball.

Well done 5th Pen.

Hi Everyone
We hope you are all keeping well and enjoying this lovely
weather we are having at the moment, it certainly lifts your
mood doesn’t it, and that’s what we all need in these slightly
‘bizarre’ times we are living through at the moment.
Some of our friends and members are struggling a bit, so please
keep everyone in your thoughts and prayers as we go forward
day by day.
We will get through this, the storm will pass and we look
forward to the day when we are all together again at church. †
With our love and blessings.

Your Elders.
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A note from Steven Mitchell about how our Junior church has
been remaining connected and involved in the past few weeks:
Part of my job as Children’s and Youth Development Officer for URC
Mersey Synod over the last few weeks has been encouraging
churches to engage with their children and young people virtually. I
thought it was only right then that I do the same with the children
who attend junior church at Penwortham URC.
I got in touch with Gill Ashurst and together we agreed to trial Junior
church using the video conferencing software, Zoom. Zoom is a
computer program which allows everyone to interact with each other
over video by using smartphones, tablets or computers.
Beverley and Jenny, out of a mixture of intrigue and suspicion I’m
sure (just kidding) also agreed to take part. So on Palm Sunday we
held our first meeting, looking at the story of Jesus up to Easter
Saturday. It was a mixture of games, storytelling and lots of shouting,
but at the heart was the desire to bring the children (and adults)
together and create some kind of normality out of this whole
situation. The feedback was all really positive and people were just
glad to be able to see familiar church faces (even if it is through a
screen).
It’s something I really look forward to on a Sunday morning and the
children (and adults) seem to be getting a lot out of it. It’s something
we’ll definitely continue to do until this pandemic is over.
Steven Mitchell
(A big thank you to Steven, Gill and all those involved in bringing this
experience with current technology to Junior Church.                 Ed.)

“ZOOM” IN TO JUNIOR CHURCH
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BREAKING NEWS - PURC ECO-CHURCH

Earlier this month Beverley, Alan and I met
with Daleen via ‘zoom’ to set up an eco-
group so that we can become an eco-

church. This means that the Church will be run in a way that reduces
our carbon footprint, is sustainable and protects and preserves
God’s earth. All areas of the Church are involved including worship
and teaching, buildings, land, lifestyle and community. The first thing
to do is a ‘green audit’ to establish what we do at Church at the
moment and then we will take it from there.
Something Junior Church will focus on when we are back together is
creating a space in the garden dedicated to encouraging wildlife.
This will include plants and shrubs that attract and feed wildlife. We
will also create places where wildlife can live. It will be an area
where Church members can sit peacefully and enjoy the
surroundings. We are also hoping that other organisations using our
Church will get involved in various projects.
We can all get involved either at home, in Church or in the
community by reducing our waste, re-using, re-cycling and
encouraging wildlife.
Daleen has given us a couple of links that we can all get involved in
to help with the eco status. You can follow the Wildlife 30 day
challenge from the Wildlife Trust. You can download the app on your
phone and incorporate the actions on your daily walk or in your back
garden. https://action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/57739/petition/1
You can also calculate your carbon footprint at home by completing
the WWF questionnaire:https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
It is a great time for us to start this as one of the positive effects of
the lock down is that the planet has been allowed to breathe,
pollution has decreased and wildlife is flourishing. Please let me
know if you have any ideas or would like to become involved in any
way.
We can do an audit of our homes and look at what we can do
individually.                                                           Gill Ashurst
       (many thanks to Gill for taking the lead on this project            Ed.)



URC COMMITMENT FOR LIFE - IOPT NEWS OF B’TSELEM
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The name B’Tselem (lit. in the image of) alludes to
Genesis 1:27: “And God created humankind in His
image...”  Since 1989, B’Tselem has been documenting
Israeli violations of Palestinian human rights. It hopes to
minimize such violations by publishing statistics, testimo-
nies, eyewitness accounts and video footage -
https://www.btselem.org.

On the recent URC
educational visit to IoPt,
we met the incredible
Issa Amro, who works
for B’Tselem. 

Issa spoke to us in
Hebron, very near to
where he was born on
Shuhada Street. This
street is now closed off

by the Israeli military, as is much of the city, to protect the
settler Israeli population. Issa can’t go home… Issa Amro
is the coordinator of Youth Against Settlements (YAS), a
project that involves young Palestinians in nonviolent
resistance against the Israeli occupation.

His dream is to see nonviolence used as the core
methodology for a comprehensive, Palestinian resistance
against the occupation. YAS strongly discourages youth
knife violence against Israelis.
Issa has been arrested dozens of times. Bernie Sanders
wrote in support of him in May 2017. He was released on
bail and later met with Sanders and the US Congress



A FURTHER LETTER FROM RUSSIA - BY ANDREW CLELLAND
University Life in Siberia –March 2020 – Part 2

At the end of January, I took the opportunity of being so far east to
“hop” over the border to China, and then explore Vietnam. This
came at a time when the coronavirus was still limited to Wuhan and
thankfully, I was able to travel without any difficulties. Just for
reassurance, I have been checked twice since returning and can
confirm I did not pick anything up! Harbin in North East China was
my first stop to visit the International Ice Festival. It was absolutely
mind-blowing. The city centre streets and exhibitions were packed
full of people and everyone was preparing for the upcoming Chinese
New Year celebrations. The weather was similar to Novosibirsk, -20
degrees and icy but I had to try the local “Modern” ice cream; the
local delicacy. It was very milky and refreshing, even in freezing
conditions. The exhibitions were huge, with whole temples being
built out of ice, lit up with coloured lights and music playing in the
background. Following Harbin, I moved to a (very empty) Beijing to
celebrate Chinese New Year with some friends. One of my friends
who used to live in Beijing remarked that he had never seen the city
so empty and we virtually had the metro and roads to ourselves.
Even Tiananmen Square and the Temple of Heaven, arguably the
two main tourist sites were practically deserted! We had to try a
proper Peking duck meal and walked round the art district (on the
site of a former factory), the city lakes and hilltop temple. Due to the
virus the actual New Year celebrations were limited, but it was still a
worthwhile experience and I’m glad I had the chance to go.
Following Beijing I met Joe, one of my former housemates from
Manchester, in Ho Chi Minh City for a few days. As much as I
enjoyed China, I found it a challenge with the language and lack of
English. Vietnam, on the other hand, I absolutely adored, and not
only because the weather was (positive!) 35 degrees and sunny. Joe
showed me all the sites of the city, a special mention must go to the
excellent, but sombre, War Remnants Museum, a poignant tribute to
the Vietnam war. We ate local-style on street-side restaurants with
hundreds of motorbikes passing us by. We also took the opportunity
to view the city from the 46th floor of South-East Asia’s largest
building Landmark 81 and went off-grid to visit a hidden tunnel in a
small café.
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A FURTHER LETTER FROM RUSSIA - continued
We also took tours to a Buddhist temple, the Mekong Delta, a Caodai
temple and the Cu Chi Tunnels. Caodaism is a religion native to
Vietnam and is a combination of Buddhism, Christianity, Taoism,
Confucianism and Islam. We were lucky enough to watch a service,
comprising meditation, prayers and music. A truly unique opportunity!
The Mekong Delta is a fascinating place. We took gondolas up the
river, sampled tropical fruits and local fish and saw how the locals
live. The Cu Chi Tunnels were a completely different experience, it’s
incredible to see the lengths that the Vietnamese had to go to in
order to survive during the war.
Following Vietnam, it was straight back into university and the start of
semester two. Over the past month I haven’t ventured into the city
once, deciding just to focus on work. This term we have a range of
new modules including managerial research techniques, oil and gas
production technology, international energy policy, organisational
theory and behaviour and international business. The workload and
difficulty have noticeably increased! I do have a few treats in the
pipeline, most noticeably a trip to the opera in a month’s time for the
annual gala concert. I have also been chosen to present my research
at my first conference, the International Scientific Student
Conference here in April, which I am very excited for.
Time is absolutely flying here and next thing I know it’ll be exam
season and a return home for summer! The winter weather has now
passed, and temperatures are hovering just below freezing, but the
sun is usually shining and next the ice and snow will be melting. I’ll
be writing my final report for the year in June, around the time when I
head home. I hope you all have a wonderful Easter.         

9



10

AN ECO CHURCH WORD SEARCH

Adult  - Engagement - Investment - Plants -  Songs- Wildlife
Buildings - Ethics - Land - Recyclable - Survey - Worship
Community - Global - Lifestyle - Sermons - Teaching - Youth
(Words may be Vertical, Diagonal, Horizontal, BacktoFront) Ed.



COLOURING PAGE  & CARTOONS
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With permission Tim Walburg
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“CONTACT” NOTICE
Dear Reader
“Contact” is being published as usual on our Website :

www.penworthamurc.org.uk
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “CONTACT” you
can:
- send it by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net
- send a text to 07538976140
- call Alan Edward on 01772740129 and dictate your text
Or strictly subject to and observing the government rules during the
time of this virus outbreak :
- deliver your contribution to the church through the letter box.
  or through the letter box at 27 Hazel Close.
All contributions welcome inc. pastoral news and prayer requests

Latest submission dates will be : 03 May and 17 May for the next 2
issues  It is hoped to get “Contact” to you by the following dates:
this issue 26 April, then 10 May and 24 May. Further dates to
follow.
Apologies if the visual “quality” of what you receive is not up to the
usual standard.                            With best wishes to you all.  Ed.

 GEOFF ROBBINS
It is with great sadness that we must inform you that Geoff Robbins
passed away early on the morning of Thursday 23 April 2020 .
We have no details of arrangements at the moment but will keep
you informed.
Please keep Heather and family in your thoughts and prayers.

 Jenny and Beverley


