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Easter Blessings



AN EASTER REFLECTION

2

Easter 2020
This will have been a very strange Holy Week, and for countless people
nothing but a very hard, unwelcome journey into an unknown future.
For myself, not to have planned worship for Penwortham’s Easter Day
has left a particular gap. But for us all who are nonconformists, it has
been hard in a new way.

We are accustomed when together to sing our faith, to approach God
together in praise, to reflect with quiet hymns or by reading alone from
Rejoice & Sing. But this year we have missed Fred Kaan’s “We have
a king who rides a donkey”; the quiet reflection about the green hill far
away, or the wondrous cross; and we will be unable to raise the roof
with “Christ the Lord is risen today” or to read for ourselves Caryl
Micklem’s “Too early for the blackbird”.

Instead, there has been BBC TV’s “Sunday Worship” from Bangor and
Hereford Cathedrals. The setting is inevitably different: but within half
an hour, we can have shared readings, prayer and a sermon, all
designed for the day and surrounded by hymns used previously in
Songs of Praise programmes. Were you challenged by Hereford’s use
of the Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, seeing Jesus’s
entry into Jerusalem in the wider context of Incarnation? Were those
ten-minute sermons – there’s a thought for the future! – on Restoration,
Change and Contrast a helpful prelude to the imminent Passion and
Resurrection? Were those different surroundings and interiors a helpful
reminder that our individual journeys are with the same Jesus, mingling
with a crowd infinitely wider than our usual experience week by week?

Things this year have been vastly different from usual. But “Jesus
Christ is the same, yesterday and for ever” (Hebrews 13); there is
nowhere to which the presence of God does not reach (Ps 139); and
above all, we celebrate that Jesus came to bring resurrection life, in
all its fullness (John 10).

God bless you all.        Nigel Lemon
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AN EASTER STORY

HAVE A LAUGH (OR TWO)

The year was 1957, the place Oldenburg in north-west Germany, the
setting a perhaps unexpected Methodist church in a largely Lutheran
city. I was participating in a school exchange visit, living for two weeks
with a local family whose teenage son would be with us in Kent in the
summer. And Easter Day found me through the kindness of my hosts
in the Methodist church in Friedensplatz. Two memories remain, one
visual and the other audible. Around the arch facing the congregation
were painted the words, “Laubet den Herrn mit Posaunen … Praise
God on the trumpet!” (Psalm 150). And precisely on cue, our Easter
hymns were accompanied not by an organ but by a small brass band.
But there was something even more striking about this first German
visit. Our language teacher was himself German: of Jewish
background, he and his wife had fled their home in the 1930s to settle
in Britain. An economist by training, his doctoral thesis was translated
into English, the book printed, and the whole stock then destroyed by
bombs dropped on London shortly before publication day. And whilst
war continued, the governors of the school I would later attend
appointed him to teach German, a school which had just lost its
headmaster to other bombing.
But within ten years Doc Liepmann was leading annual exchange
visits back to the land which had rejected him and destroyed his
work. He had no personal religious faith: but his life attempted to
restore contact and conversation where it had been broken; it
appreciated hope for a newly co-operative Europe; it taught us of
beauty in language which others had used only to reject and destroy.
Here was a very real resurrection after tragedy.Indeed, “The trumpet
shall sound”, to make new the story of Easter Day. Alleluia!
                                                                                          Nigel Lemon

If you have access to You Tube, have a laugh with the following
video clip :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAG39jKi0lI
You can access more by searching for -One Ronnies (or Two
Ronnies) sketches You Tube.      Thanks to Hugh and family for this.

Alleluia!
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CONGRATULATIONS AND CELEBRATIONS
We have received some lovely photographs of Noel

Bracewell as he celebrated his 100th Birthday on 1st
April. On the left Noel is holding his card from Her Majesty
The Queen and on the right a card from Daniel O’Donnell.

Many thanks to Noel’s daughter and to Jenny for passing these on.



OTHER NOTICES AND INFORMATION
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 Obituary
Many of you will have known Freda Lee, a member at  PURC some
years ago. It is with sadness that we announce that Freda died last
Wednesday 1 Apr.                                                            Anne Hall

Women’s Group
The Women’s Group send their very best wishes to two of
their number who have birthdays in April - namely
Barbara Dawson  and Mavis West. Many Happy Returns.
                                                                               Jean Frew

Men’s Group
The Men’s group too send their best wishes to
Basil Hurst celebrating his 90th birthday on 11th April -
many congratulations Basil.                        Nigel Lemon
We also wish Nigel Lemon many happy returns on his
80th birthday at the end of April. Ed

Penwortham Foodbank Notice
Further to the details for the physical delivery of
foodstuffs to the Penwortham Foodbank in the
last issue, you may wish to know that monetary
donations will also be gratefully received.
Cheques payable please to
“Churches Together in Penwortham” marked on the back “For
Penwortham Foodbank”  (or on a separate piece of paper). Send to :
“ The Treasurer, Churches Together in Penwortham, 32 Queensway,
Penwortham, Preston , PR1 0DS”. Funds will be used to source
essential items to maintain stocks.

Coronavirus Scams
Unfortunately there are a number of Coronavirus scams doing the
rounds at present and we need to be extra vigilant about scam calls
from premium rate numbers (generally starting 09); E-mails, fake or
non-existent goods (like face masks and sanitiser) and so on. If you
are on the internet, type Coronavirus Scams into your “search
engine” for the latest information and advice. We are urged never to
give personal or financial information over the telephone.



GLOBAL PRAYER TOPICS
The World  - COVID-19 Outbreak
Continue to pray for all those affected by the virus and those who
provide medical aid to sufferers during the COVID-19 outbreak.
Remember too all those providing essential services, many behind
the scenes, whose work is vital to keeping the nation going.
Remember those in countries far less well equipped or served than
our own and those who are working tirelessly to provide support.
Pray for unity among the nations in striving to beat the virus and pray
for worldwide compassionate Christian witness in these times.     Ed.

Pakistan - Programmes to break free from bonded labour
The mission of WorldShare’s ministry partner ChrisFon is to ‘Share
the love of God through community development’. Their team
engages in poverty-alleviation programmes in Pakistan, particularly
with those in bonded labour, a form of slavery where people work for
extremely low wages to pay off generational debts. Recently,
ChrisFon gave sixteen families sewing machines and is providing the
women with cutting and stitching lessons. Praise God that after just a
few months of learning, they have been able to start sewing
independently. This means they will not only be saving money they
would have spent on buying clothes, but they can also earn money
by sewing for other people. Please pray that this project would
continue to bring hope, sustainability and dignity to those who have
been struggling for generations. (WorldShare)
The Americas - Breaking New Ground project for students
Please pray for IFES national movement students and staff across
the Americas who  are pioneering student ministry in new cities and
on new campuses with resources from the IFES Breaking New
Ground* initiative. Please pray that God would provide local
Christian students who will get involved in this ministry and invite
friends to study the Bible, and for protection and energy for staff and
volunteers travelling long distances to support the new groups. *The
Breaking New Ground project was launched in 2018 to support and
resource pioneering ministry by awarding grants, by identifying and
training people and by mobilising prayer across IFES’s global
network.  (IFES)

above with permission - www.globalconnections.org.uk
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SPRING - MARCH 2020
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It was March 2020 ... the streets were empty, the shops closed,
people couldn't get out.
But Spring did not know, and the flowers began to bloom, the sun
shone, the birds sang, the swallows would soon arrive, the sky was
blue, the morning arrived early.
It was March 2020 ... Young people had to study online, and find
occupations at home, people could no longer go shopping, or go to
the hairdressers. Soon there would be no more room in hospitals,
and people continued to get sick.
But spring did not know, the time to go to the garden arrived, the
grass greened.
It was 2020 ... People have been put on lockdown, to protect
grandparents, families and children.
No more meetings or meals, family celebrations. The fear became
real and the days were therefore similar. But spring did know,
apples, cherry trees and others bloomed, the leaves grew. People
started reading, playing with their families, learning a language,
singing on the balcony inviting neighbours to do the same, being
supportive and focusing on other values.
People realized the importance of health, of suffering, of this world
that had stopped, of the economy that has plummeted.
But spring didn't know, the flowers gave way to the fruit, the birds
made their nests, the swallows had arrived.
Then the day of liberation came, people found out on TV, the virus
had lost, people took to the streets, sang, cried, kissed their
neighbours, without masks or gloves.
And that's when summer came, because spring didn't know. He
continued to be there despite everything, despite the virus, fear
and death.
Because spring didn't know, he taught people the power of life.
Everything's going to be fine, stay home, protect yourself, and enjoy
life.

courtesy Margo Evans & Anne Hall



A FURTHER LETTER FROM RUSSIA - BY ANDREW CLELLAND

University Life in Siberia –March 2020 – Part1

A very belated Happy New Year! I hope you all had a blessed
Christmas and are looking forward to Easter. As Russian Orthodox
Christmas is celebrated on 7th January, I spent December 25th in
university defending the first stage of my thesis to a committee of
academics, hardly a typical Christmas as we would expect! In fact,
the week around Christmas is a test week in Russian universities,
so I spent most of my time working hard and taking exams, before
being allowed time off to spend New Year “Russian style”.

It has long been a dream of mine to celebrate New Year in Moscow
and this year that dream was finally realised. Along with a group of
friends from Novosibirsk, we made the most of all the festivities,
from (predictably) watching the ice hockey to walking around Red
Square and the centre with hundreds of stalls selling traditional
snacks and souvenirs. The street decorations were unending and
stunningly beautiful. There was a constant party atmosphere as
the entire first week of January is a dedicated holiday and the
streets were packed with relaxed, smiling Russians of all ages,
despite the cold. It was also good to meet with a few friends from
Yaroslavl and Thom, my coursemate from Manchester, who is now
teaching English in St Petersburg.

On New Year’s Eve we took a prime spot on the roof of a restaurant
just to the South of Red Square with an unobstructed view of the
national firework event, equivalent to standing on the bank of the
Thames. It was truly awe-inspiring, but over far too quickly!
Following this we squeezed onto the metro and went to VDNKh, a
huge park with pavilions from each ex-Soviet state and my
favourite part of Moscow with Europe’s largest ice rink, to watch
more fireworks and a concert and just enjoy the celebrations. We
returned a couple of days later to ice skate.
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A FURTHER LETTER FROM RUSSIA - continued
Other highlights included Izmaylovo market and Kremlin, the Pushkin
State Museum of Fine Art, the GULAG museum and eating
wonderfully tasty gluten free Georgian food for the first time.  The
whole week was a truly unique experience, the atmosphere was
relaxed and yet electric at the same time and everyone was walking
around wishing strangers Happy New Year.

Following this I stopped off in Chelyabinsk on my way back to
Novosibirsk to pick up an ice hockey top. Chelyabinsk is an
unremarkable city but following the hustle and bustle of Moscow it
was pleasant just to walk around town, enjoy the end of the New
Year celebrations and witness the volume of people on outdoor ice
slides and posing with ice sculptures. As we took exams early, we
had the whole of January free, so in Novosibirsk I made the most of it
by watching the “very Russian” opera Prince Igor, the Nutcracker
ballet and the Barber of Seville opera at the theatre. One thing that
pleasantly surprised me at the Nutcracker was the number of
children watching, all dressed very smartly. It’s heart-warming to see
that, thanks to affordable tickets and rich cultural traditions, children
in Russia have the opportunity and are being encouraged to watch
the ballet and go to the theatre.
                              Andrew Clelland                      (to be continued)
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A WORDSEARCH FOR EASTER

Angels   Died         Garden  King    Raised     Suffered
Centurion Disciples  God    Mary    Saviour  Supper
Cross        Finished   Jesus   Prayer  Stone         Tomb
(Words may be Verticals, Diagonal, Horizontal, BacktoFront) Ed.

1. King George V was on the throne.
2. Maundy Thursday was on 1st April.
3. Also on 1st April 1920, Montagu Collett Norman became
   Governor of the Bank of England
4. Women at Oxford University were first allowed to receive degrees.
5. Edward, Prince of Wales, the 25-year old heir to the British throne
    and the future (briefly) King Edward VIII, was the first member of
    the British royal family to try surfing (in Hawaii).
6 .The Anglican Church in Wales was disestablished & disendowed.
7. Great Britain and Ireland competed at the Antwerp Olympics
    winning 15 gold, 15 silver and 13 bronze medals.
8  Limited devolved power was given under the Government of
    Ireland Act 1920 to Belfast (for 6 counties) and Dublin (for 26).

HAPPENINGS IN THE YEAR OF NOEL’S BIRTH -  1920



COLOURING PAGE
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Jes
us is Risen
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“CONTACT” NOTICE
Dear Reader
“Contact” will as usual be published on our Website :

www.penworthamurc.org.uk
“We hope to also send “Contact” to you by e-mail for those who have
registered an e-mail address with the Elders.
Getting “Contact” to you during periods of “lock down”, if you do not
have an e-mail address, may be problematic but the Elders/pastoral
teams will continue to maintain contact with you, whatever the
situation.
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “CONTACT” you
can:
- send it by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net
- send a text to 07538976140
- call Alan Edward on 01772740129 and dictate your text
Or strictly subject to and observing the government rules during the
time of this virus outbreak :
- deliver your contribution to the church through the letter box.
  or through the letter box at 27 Hazel Close.
All contributions welcome inc. pastoral news and prayer requests

Latest submission dates will be : 19 Apr and 03 May for the next 2
issues  It is hoped to get “Contact” to you by the following dates:
this issue 12 April (Easter Sunday), then 26 April and 10 May.
Further dates to follow.
Apologies if the visual “quality” of what you receive is not up to the
usual standard.                            With best wishes to you all.  Ed.

“CONTACT” NOTICE


