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FROM YOUR ELDERS
Hello Everybody,

Hope you're all keeping safe and well.

It was with sad hearts that the Elders took the decision, following
advice from the URC, to suspend all acts of worship, physical
meetings, and other church activities in response to the Coronavirus
Pandemic.
From 4 o'clock tomorrow (24th March) the church building will be
closed to all but a few significant key holders and will remain so until
life is back to normal. We will continue to seek advice from the synod
and update you as guidance changes.
The Elders are acutely aware that as we cease meeting physically
some members and friends may feel alone and isolated.
Our pastoral teams have already swung into action and most of you
will have already had a phone call or a visit (6 feet apart please!!!!).
By necessity our visits can’t be over a cup of tea and a biscuit but we
do want to keep in touch. Please share your concerns with your
pastoral team.
We are trying to produce a simplified version of Contact every
fortnight or so. Everybody with an email address will receive it via
email. Those without a computer will, with everyone else, receive the
Elders/pastoral phone calls and we will get “Contact” to you as and
when the necessary restrictions allow for this to be done.

Alan will advise how prayer requests, pastoral news etc for future
Contacts can be forwarded to him - see page 6.
Keep safe, keep well,

Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you” 1 Peter 5:7"
May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord turn his face toward
you and give you his peace

With love and blessings,
Jenny and Beverley and your Elders.
PURC



A LETTER FROM THE MODERATOR - REV’D BRIAN JOLLY
Dear friends

As we face the unprecedented challenges of the moment, locally and
globally, I write to remind and assure you that we face these things
together, with fellow pilgrims in the United Reformed Church and in
the local and worldwide ecumenical movement, and in partnership
with members of other faiths and all people of goodwill.

We can face uncertainty with faith. The psalmist assures us, God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble [Psalm 46:1].
Jesus promises us, I am with you always [Matthew 28.20]. Although
we may have to celebrate Easter in our homes and with ongoing
uncertainty about the future, the truth of the resurrection will be
undiminished by whatever we face.

Please be assured of our common concern and support for one
another, of our prayers for one another and especially for those who
face the greatest challenges in our families, communities and world.
As you are able, please care for folk in your community in whatever
ways are possible, in the name of Jesus.

Let us Pray.

Let us acknowledge the company we share in the life of the church:
the faithful who worshipped before us; the hundreds of thousands of
every place and language who, each day, seek to set their lives
within the atmosphere of renewing grace. As we think of them, let us
take deliberate encouragement from our unity with them all.

Let us acknowledge that all round the world people pray for us each
day: and let us take heart from the knowledge that we pray for one
another within the fellowship of the whole United Reformed Church,
our local church, and ecumenically  - seeking not only our own
peace, but the peace of every person.
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A LETTER FROM THE MODERATOR - REV’D BRIAN JOLLY cont’d

As we are assured each day of God’s mercy and liberating grace,
and know that we are accepted in God’s love, let us live the lives of
forgiven people, transmitting the grace which comes to us
and extending to others the love which is shown to us.

These thoughts and desires we offer in the name and Spirit of Jesus,
in whom the holiest in the height touches our hearts
and shares our joys and sorrows, our circumstances, and our hope.

Amen.

Brian Jolly
Synod Moderator
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URC SUNDAY SERVICES AND DAILY DEVOTIONALS

The United Reformed Church has set up a website specifically  to
host new Sunday services as well as the Daily Devotionals. If you
have access to the internet then paste the following into your
browser to see what is on offer:

https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
When the page opens up it should display both the Podcast (Audio)
and the Text for the current day’s Devotional or Service.

There is also on the left of this page:

1. A list of the Most Recent Devotions (inc. Sunday Services) to
retrieve the Text of other Devotions.

2. A list of the Most Recent Podcasts to retrieve the Audio.

In addition, at the top of the page there is a facility to click on and get
a free personal subscription to the Devotions should you wish this.

Finally you can also access these Devotions via a simple link in our
church website www.penworthamurc.org.uk by using either:

1.  The main menu tab “URC Services&Devotions” or

2.  The link to “URC Sunday Services and Devotions” on the right
hand side of the “Home” page.

We hope you will find these facilities helpful.                  Ed.
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“CONTACT” NOTICE
Dear Reader

“CONTACT” will look a bit different for the time being whilst events
and activities are curtailed. That said, every effort will be made to get
“Contact” to you on hopefully a fortnightly basis whilst we observe
the various necessary restrictions and changes brought about by the
COVID-19 outbreak.
“Contact” will as usual be published on our Website :

www.penworthamurc.org.uk
“We hope to also send “Contact” to you by e-mail for those who have
registered an e-mail address with the Elders.
Getting “Contact” to you during periods of “lock down”, if you do not
have an e-mail address, may be problematic but the Elders/pastoral
teams will continue to maintain contact with you, whatever the
situation.
If you have anything you would like to contribute to “CONTACT” you
can:
- send it by e-mail to purcmagweb@talktalk.net
- send a text to 07538976140
- call Alan Edward on 01772740129 and dictate your text
Or strictly subject to and observing the government rules during the
time of this virus outbreak :

- deliver your contribution to the church through the letter box.
  or through the letter box at 27 Hazel Close.
All contributions welcome inc. pastoral news and prayer requests

Latest submission dates will be : 5 Apr and 19 Apr for next 2 issues
It is hoped to get “Contact” to you by the following dates:
29 March; 12 April (Easter Sunday), 26 April and 10 May. Further
dates to follow.
Apologies if the visual “quality” of what you receive is not up to the
usual standard.
With best wishes to you all.  Ed.



OTHER NOTICES AND INFORMATION
Penwortham Foodbank Notice
The Foodbank has seen a reduction in donations
recently at a time when it is anticipated that demand
will rapidly increase. As well as the Collection points

that have always existed at various local supermarkets like Booths,
donations can also be made (observing social distancing) at
St. Leonard’s Church (on Pope Lane/Marshalls Brow opposite its
junction with New Lane) on Sunday and Wednesday mornings,
between 08.30am and 11.00am on Sundays, and between 10.00am
and 10.45am on Wednesdays. It is not currently possible for
donations to be accepted at Penwortham Community Centre on a
Friday morning as has hitherto been the case. If St. Leonard’s
Church is closed, please leave donations at the vicarage next door.
Thank you in anticipation of your help.

Christian Aid Note
Hello Everyone,
We trust you are well and remaining cheerful.
Barbara and I will update you on the latest information

from Christian Aid once this difficult time is over, as the situation is
changing so quickly. Best wishes, Barbara E & Cath A.

BBC Religious Broadcasts
The BBC will now be introducing a televised Sunday Service on
BBC1 on a Sunday morning, as well as retaining Songs of Praise;
note that schedules may vary.
The BBC Radio 4 Sunday and Daily services will also continue to
be available on both Long Wave and DAB and via internet on BBC
Sounds.

For DAB, the Daily Service is available on a side channel which is
automatically made available about a minute before the programme
begins. After tuning to Radio 4 (DAB), select "Daily Service" (from
your display) with the tuning wheel and press the selector button. If
you have a preset facility you can use it to select this side channel.

Ed.
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GLOBAL PRAYER TOPICS
The World
COVID-19 Outbreak
Pray for all those affected by the virus and those attempting to
provide medical aid during the COVID-19 outbreak. This is an
enormous challenge because of the speed of spread which is much
greater than that for other corona viruses such as Ebola, SARS and
MERS. Remember those particularly concerned because of their
vulnerability and those like health workers whose long working hours
challenge their immune systems. Pray for helpful medication to be
identified in treating the virus and for a speedy discovery of
appropriate vaccines.   Ed.
Democratic Republic of Congo
Hospital chaplains provide holistic healing
Patients at the HEAL* Africa hospital in the DRC are some of the
most vulnerable people in a country devastated by ongoing conflict
and poverty. Illness and injury often come with psychological trauma
from violence, abuse or neglect. As part of their holistic approach,
the hospital has chaplains who provide additional care and spiritual
support for patients. Pray that God would bring healing and
restoration to the broken hearts and traumatised minds of those in
need through these chaplains. Give thanks that they have been able
to make significant interventions to help communities understand
and trust the international community as they provide vaccinations
against the Ebola Virus. *HEAL is Health, Education, Action and
Leadership.  World Share

Guinea-Bissau
Christian radio brings hope of the Gospel
In Gabu, a Christian radio station is spreading the good news of the
gospel. Evangelica FM broadcasts in Portuguese to the surrounding
area and has the support of many churches and congregations. After
a recent gathering of pastors, they recommitted themselves to
support the station and to give a unified voice for the Christian
church in that region. One pastor wrote, “All of us have been
awakened to a reality: making the light of Christ shine in the
community!” Pray for the staff as they make programmes that bring
hope into that community.  Reach Beyond

 some above with permission - www.globalconnections.org.uk
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URC COMMITMENT FOR LIFE EXTRACT

The LPRR Project for effective
Conflict Prevention - Bangladesh

When communities are affected by conflict, they are more vulnerable
to a wide range of shocks and stresses, including natural hazards.
The ability of a community to manage tensions can be seen as a key
indicator of that community’s resilience.
Poorly planned development or humanitarian interventions can also
contribute to conflict. Preventing conflict must be a key component of
any attempt that to build community resilience.
Christian Aid has been a key partner in the strengthening of
community resilience in Bangladesh. It has fronted the ‘Linking
Preparedness, Resilience and Response’ project (LPPR).
The project has six core principles:
1. Enable the community to co-run the response
2. Coordinate Interventions and work with the government
3. Support community cohesion and
4. Address underlying causes of vulnerability
5. Psycho-social support and mental health
6. Income generation, cash and savings

This may well be the first time ever that that such specific guidance
has been developed.
I am often asked what difference our Commitment for Life support
makes for communities in Bangladesh. The LPRR project is one of
those in-the-background initiatives that make an enormous
impact on the lives of communities. I encourage you to download
and read the Handbook produced by Kings College on conflict
prevention.
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2018-06/Conflict-
Prevention-Handbook-June-2018.pdf
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A WORDSEARCH FOR SPRING

Allium   Bluebell  Freesia  Lilac     Primrose
Anemone  Crocus    Hyacinth    Pansy      Snowdrop
Azalea     Daffodil   Iris     Peony Tulip
(Words may be Verticals, Diagonal, Horizontal, BacktoFront) Ed.



DID YOU KNOW?
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THERE ARE THINGS TO LEARN FROM NOAH’S ARK

Don't miss the boat.
Remember that we are all in the same boat.
Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark.
Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.
Build your future on high ground.
Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the
cheetahs.
When you're stressed, float a while.
Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by
professionals.
No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a
rainbow waiting.

PSALM 118 AND ITS SYMMETRY

Psalm 118 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible.
Psalm 117, before Psalm 118 is the shortest chapter in the Bible.
Psalm 119, after Psalm 118 is the longest chapter in the Bible.
The Bible has 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 chapters
after Psalm 118.
If you add up all the chapters except Psalm 118, you get a total of
1188 chapters.
1188 or Psalm 118 verse 8 is the middle verse of the entire Bible.
And what is the message found in verse 8?
'It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.'

(widely published unattributed internet entries)
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